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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION ACTION 
RELATING TO ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 

Adopted by Board of Managers September 1980 
Reviewed by Board of Managers March 2005 

 
 

WHEREAS, The State Board of Education (SBE) recently adopted new rules and 
procedures relating to the state process of selection and acquisition of 
elementary (K-8) instructional materials; and 

 
WHEREAS, The effect of the new rules and procedures will be to reduce the number, the 

variety and the timely delivery of instructional materials to California 
students; and 

 
WHEREAS, The past process was well-designed to meet the increasingly diverse nature of 

California’s school population; and 
 
WHEREAS, The revisions in the process were based on the unsubstantiated rationale that 

economies could be realized by returning to a narrow list of selections; and 
 
WHEREAS, The SBE adopted the changes over the objections of the California State PTA 

(CSPTA) and other major education groups; and 
 
WHEREAS, Decisions of this nature have previously been made through the open forum of 

the legislative process which provides for public debate through the 
committee system rather than through the narrower and more exclusionary 
decision making through regulation; and 

 
WHEREAS, The CSPTA is strongly committed to the concept of maximum local control 

wherever feasible and whenever it serves the best interests of students; and 
 
WHEREAS, In the past, school districts were able to raise funds for elementary instruc-

tional materials through local taxes, but recent constraints such as Proposition 
13 have forced districts to rely almost exclusively on state funds; and 

 
WHEREAS, The State Instructional Materials Fund is woefully inadequate as illustrated by 

the fact that the level of funding for instructional materials in California has 
fallen below that of more than 40 other states; now therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED, That the CSPTA strongly request the SBE and the State Superintendent of 

Public Instruction to adopt a policy and implement rules that allow school 
districts to acquire with state credits up to two additional programs (texts and 
related instructional materials) per subject in any one year, that are not state 
adopted; and be it further 
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State Board of Education Action Relating to Elementary Instructional Materials - continued 
 
 
RESOLVED, That the new Petition Process (procedures by which school districts may 

request to buy basic materials that are not state adopted) that is to replace the 
former and more flexible Waiver Process be implemented in such a way as to 
be simple for districts to initiate, provide for speedy administration of 
petitions and acquisition of materials requested and have no impact on a 
district’s ability to use state funds for supplementary materials; and be it 
further 

 
RESOLVED, That the level of funding for the State Instructional Materials Fund be raised 

to at least double the present amount appropriated per average daily 
attendance. 




