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MAKE CHILDREN FIRST 
Adopted by Convention Delegates May 1992 

 
 
WHEREAS, The California State PTA believes all children are entitled to the basic 

necessities in food, shelter, safety and the opportunity to develop their full 
potential; and 

 
WHEREAS, The California State PTA believes that the cost of adequately funding basic 

necessities should be calculated from the actual cost of living; and 
 
WHEREAS, The California State PTA believes all children should have access to basic 

health care; and 
 
WHEREAS, One in four children in California has no health coverage through either public 

or private insurance; and 
 
WHEREAS, Counties in California have the responsibility to administer local health and 

welfare programs for children and families (Chapter 818, Statutes of 1991); and 
 
WHEREAS, Counties receive specific, although limited, revenues to fund these programs, 

but have full discretionary budget powers; and 
 
WHEREAS, The California State PTA is committed to ensuring an equal educational 

opportunity for all children in public schools; and 
 
WHEREAS, The California State PTA believes that public funds should be allocated only 

to public schools; now therefore be it  
 
RESOLVED, That the California State PTA seek and support legislation to ensure all 

California children have access to the basic necessities of life through state 
programs and services, the funding of which is based on the actual cost of 
living in the various regions of the state; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, That the California State PTA seek and support legislation to provide equal 

access to health care (including immunizations) for children, youth and 
pregnant women; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, That the units, councils and districts of the California State PTA seek and 

support local budget allocations in their respective communities to ensure 
adequate local funding for locally based children’s services; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, That the California State PTA continue to support and seek legislation that 

ensures equal access to an excellent education in the public schools for all 
children and youth in California. 

 
### 
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Make Children First – continued 
 
 
BACKGROUND SUMMARY 
 
For children, in many ways it is now the worst of times. Despite the unprecedented growth in 
wealth during the 1980s, the number of poor children in this country increased by more than two 
million. Twenty percent of all children in this country are poor. By 1989 almost five million 
children lived in families that had incomes at less than half the federal poverty line. (Half the 
federal poverty line is just under an annual income of $5,000 for a family of three.) 
 
If there were a city of California’s poor children, it would be the second largest in the state – 
second only to Los Angeles. One in five California children live in poverty. The percentage of 
children living on poverty increased 41% between 1980 and 1990. A minimum of 190,000 
children in California are homeless – and the numbers are growing rapidly. 
 
One in every eight children in the U.S. lives in California. They are increasingly ethnically and 
racially diverse. 
 
One-fifth drop out of high school or do not graduate on time. California has more children per 
classroom than any state except Utah. 
 
Over one-half of all California’s two-year-olds are not adequately immunized against childhood 
diseases. California has the highest teen pregnancy rate of any state in the nation. Nearly 64,000 
15- to 19-year-olds delivered babies in 1989. 
 
There are more children waiting for subsidized child care program slots than are in existing 
programs. One in every 100 California children is removed from home, typically to be placed in 
foster care, an increase of 55% over the past four years. 
 
Ours is the only NATO nation where children in the cities go to bed at night with the sound of 
gunfire. (George Will, syndicated columnist.) 
 
We have seen, over the years, failed programs and a criminal waste of resources that could have 
been better and more wisely used on behalf of our children. The results have been tragic for 
California’s children and for children throughout the nation. But, children do not vote nor do 
they make political contributions. 
 
PTA, since its founding, has been concerned for the “whole child” – his health, safety, education 
and education and general well-being. In a time of shrinking resources in our state and worsening 
conditions for our children, we must reiterate PTA’s concern for the “whole child” and 
rededicate ourselves to the hard work necessary to MAKE CHILDREN FIRST. 
 
 
 

 




