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New Year's Resolutions to Help Your Child Succeed 

The start of a new year is a great time to take stock of 
what you have accomplished and set new goals for the 
year. Each January, roughly one in three Americans 
resolve to better themselves in some way. It’s a new year 
and a fresh start and a chance to do great things for your 
child's success. 

1. Join PTA – Just by joining PTA, you show all 

children that you are invested in their education, 
well-being and their future. Encourage others to 
join too! Visit www.pta.org/join to sign up today 

2. Learn more about advocacy – California State PTA is a longtime advocate for all children and families. 

Visit our website at www.capta.org/advocacy to see the issues PTA advocates for and check out our list 
of accomplishments 

3. Help your PTA succeed – We set resolutions for ourselves, so why not for our PTAs? Read our list of 

10 PTA New Year's Resolutions online at www.capta.org/10-pta-new-years-resolutions and share the info 
with your PTA leaders 

4. Resolve to celebrate – You work hard at the most important job there is – raising the next generation. 

Having a positive impact on your children and families is worth celebrating. Thank you. We all appreciate 
all you do! 

Read the rest of our PTA resolutions for 2018 at www.capta.org/10-pta-new-years-resolutions. 
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Acceptance of Children with Special Needs 

Did you know that children with disabilities are 2-3 times more likely 
to be bullied than others? Chances are, at some point during your 
child's time in school, they will have a classmate with a disability. 
California State PTA shares these tips for teaching children about 
peers with special needs and how to make the family part of the 
school community from Care.com: 

 Even if a child doesn't talk, there are still activities the 
children can do together, such as play board games or arts 
and crafts 

 Most parents of children with disabilities would prefer that 
other adults ask them about their child directly, rather than 
avoiding them. A smile or friendly "Hello!" is an easy 
icebreaker 

 If your child wants to have a play date with a child with a 
disability or invite him or her to a birthday party, encourage 
it. Call the other parent and say simply, "How can we make this work?" 

 Share any concerns with the other parent. Parents of children with disabilities will often be happy to 
facilitate a successful play date or outing 

 Extra effort goes a long way. For instance, learning simple signs so that you can better communicate with 
a child who is deaf (and uses sign language) will be much appreciated. 

Share these tips with your school community and visit www.capta.org for more resources. 

 

   

Apply Now for High School Student Scholarships 

Your child's education doesn’t end once they walk across 
that high-school graduation stage. That’s why California 
State PTA has two scholarships to help your child achieve 
his or her college dreams and life goals. 

 $750 Volunteer Service Scholarship – This 

scholarship recognizes graduating seniors for 
their volunteer service in schools and 
communities, and allows them to register for 
courses at accredited colleges, universities, 
trade or technical schools 

 $500 Dr. Ralph E. White Graduating Senior 
Scholarship – Honoring the volunteer and 

public-service legacy of Dr. Ralph E. White and 
his wife, Eleanor, this scholarship provides $500 each to two successful applicants of the Volunteer 
Service Scholarship who intend to pursue a career in a medical field. 

Applications are due February 1. All scholarship applications require current membership in a PTA in good 

standing, so if you know a student who is not yet a PTA member but is interested in applying, be sure to contact 
your local PTA to join today! Apply online at www.capta.org/scholarships/graduating-high-school-seniors. 

For general questions about these important programs, please contact grants@capta.org. 
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What's Your PTA Success Story? 

We want to hear from you! What are you and your PTA doing this year to encourage membership, inclusion and 
engagement? Have you seen an increase in membership due to a new strategy? Did you start a new program at 
your school? 

Do you have a tip for building membership, or just want to share a membership success story from your own PTA? 
We welcome your ideas and feedback so we can share your stories with PTA leaders statewide. Submit your story 
through theonline form here and share your story with us.  

 

 

   

Save the Date for Convention: April 27 – 29, 2018 

Join thousands of PTA leaders, child advocates, 
volunteers, educators and community leaders at the 
California State PTA Annual Convention from April 27 
– 29, 2018 in Ontario, CA. 

Convention attendees can look forward to:  

 General sessions and association business 

 Workshops and table talks 

 Inspiring keynote speakers and presenters 

 An exciting exhibit hall 

 Networking events and much more! 

Stay tuned for updates on workshops, keynote 
speakers, training, exhibitors and more at www.capta.org/convention. 

 

   

Please keep in mind that it’s because of the dues of PTA members like you and the other 
thousands of parents, families, educators and community leaders throughout the state that 

we are able to continue to offer great resources and materials – thank you! 

 

California State "PTA Connects" is sent monthly to all PTA members and leaders  

as well as to all California principals and superintendents.  
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