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Distance-learning resources from our education partners
New admissions policies for UC and CSU
Expanded coronavirus resources on capta.org
National Distracted Driving Awareness Month
Guidance from CDE for graduating seniors
California State PTA's new online Resource Library to launch on Earth Day
College Board announces online AP classes and exams
Para leer en español, clic aquí.

DISTANCE LEARNING RESOURCES FROM OUR EDUCATION PARTNERS
Our partner Create CA has curated an amazing list of free resources to help your family be
creative at home while school is remote, and also through the summer. Create At Home has
something for everyone – whether you're a homeschooling mom or dad, a bored student
stuck at home, or just a frazzled parent looking for a creative outlet for your stress.
The #CreateAtHome website offers a comprehensive – but not overwhelming – array of
collections and activities split into six categories, with at least four resources per section.
Some of the ideas include:
Khan Academy's Imagineering Course: Do you love theme parks? Build a virtual theme park of your own
through videos and activities, while learning from Disney's own Imagineers about character, rides, and more.
The Social Distancing Festival: Celebrate art as part of a global community. Every day, the Social Distancing
Festival gathers art exhibits, musical and theatrical performances, and so much more from some of the most
exciting artists working.
As students move to digital and distance learning, ETS has developed a tool that parents and students can use at
home to gauge a child’s familiarity with using technology.
The “Technology Readiness Checker for Students” is an engaging, game-like tool allows students to create a
storyboard by navigating through a variety of screens and using different functions, such as selecting menu options
and using drag-and-drop features.

The tool is not a test and does not provide a score, however, it generates a chart showing
parents their child’s skill level. The goal is to allow parents to engage with their child as they
learn simple functions, so they can comfortably continue their education online during this
difficult time.
Accessibility supports are available so that all students can use the technology readiness
checker.
The Technology Readiness Checker for Students can be found at https://trcs.ets.org/ and
instructions on how to use it can be found at https://elpac.org/s/pdf/ELPAC--How-to-Use-the-TechnologyReadiness-Checker-for-Students.pdf.
Learning Heroes, a National PTA education partner, offers an excellent collection of distance
learning resources to help families stay on track during school closures. Click here to start with
their five-tip overview titled "Keep Calm, Learning is On!", which is available in both English
and Spanish.
You can find additional distance learning resources on California State PTA's COVID-19
Resources for Parents and Families page.

NEW ADMISSIONS POLICIES FOR UC AND CSU
On April 1 the UC Office of the President and the CSU system both announced measures to
relax undergraduate admissions requirements to “mitigate some of the extraordinary
challenges students and their families face" with the coronavirus epidemic.
If your child is a graduating senior headed to a UC or CSU school, this article on the
California State PTA website gives an overview of both UC's and CSU's new policies.

EXPANDED CORONAVIRUS RESOURCES ON CAPTA.ORG
We have expanded and updated the COVID-19 pages on our website with more information and resources that are
relevant to you. For example, you can find out how to talk to your children about the outbreak; learn strategies for
staying healthy and busy while confined to your house; browse distance-learning resources; read frequently asked
questions for running your PTA without holding in-person meetings or events; and get summaries of the latest
COVID-19-related legislation.
Visit the main COVID-19 page for:
Answers to frequently asked questions shared by families and communities navigating the pandemic
School closure resources, including where to find school meal services
How COVID-19 has impacted the U.S. Census
Visit the Resources for PTA Leaders page for:
General guidelines for holding PTA meetings and events during the coronavirus outbreak
How to hold teleconferences or video conferences, including suggested tools and link to our recent webinar
Answers to your frequently asked questions about meetings, elections, audits and financial transactions during
the outbreak
Visit the Resources for Parents and Families page for:
Tips for emotional and social well-being

Learning at home and distance-learning resources for parents and children
How to maintain healthy habits such as eating well and getting exercise
Visit the Enacted Legislation page for:
Summaries of the three COVID-19 relief packages that have been passed by the U.S. Congress so far
State legislation that affects children, families and schools impacted by coronavirus
Don’t forget to follow our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram accounts too, so you can find out when we've updated or
added more information.

NATIONAL DISTRACTED DRIVING AWARENESS MONTH
Between 2012-2018, distracted driving killed 23,000 people in the U.S. Teenagers are
especially at risk of distracted driving - in fact, reckless and distracted driving is the #1 killer
of teenagers in America.
Our education partner, Impact Teen Drivers, promotes evidence-based education to save
lives, prevent crashes, and ultimately to stop reckless and distracted driving. They have put
together a social media kit to help leaders in local communities get the word out about
responsible driving. We encourage you to share it on your PTA’s social media accounts,
newsletter, and meetings.
Impact Teen Drivers also offers some great learning resources for parents, including information on the Graduated
Drivers License (GDL) program, and a parent-teen webinar series from April 15-27, 2020 called “What do You
Consider Lethal?”

NEW GUIDANCE FOR GRADUATING SENIORS
In early April State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond announced new
guidance on graduation requirements and grading for seniors.
“We are thinking of our seniors and the impact that the current COVID-19 public health
emergency and subsequent physical closure of schools has had on them, and we hope that this
guidance will help relieve some stress and anxiety,” said Thurmond. “We are doing everything
we can to support all our schools and students, and will continue to address seniors’ needs going forward.”
Read more about this topic on the California State PTA website by clicking here.

CALIFORNIA STATE PTA'S NEW ONLINE RESOURCE LIBRARY TO LAUNCH ON
EARTH DAY
Since April 22 is Earth Day, a day where we celebrate the power of scientific research to drive
meaningful change, we decided it was a fitting time to launch California State PTA's new online
Resource Library!
What is the Resource Library and why do we need it?
This robust online tool is intended to help parents and students easily find informative and

educational documents, websites, and videos on various topics. At first it will primarily focus on science-related
materials that support the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), but it will eventually expand to cover all
subject matter areas.
With schools closed and distance learning the "new normal," parents will be able to use the Resource Library to keep
their kids busy with terrific earth science activities and experiments they can do together at home!
Stay tuned for more details on this exciting new addition to the California State PTA website - check www.capta.org
and our social media accounts over the next few days for more details on the launch.

COLLEGE BOARD ANNOUNCES ONLINE AP CLASSES AND EXAMS
As of March 25, the College Board is providing live and on-demand AP courses for
free. A schedule of classes, including descriptions of each lesson, is available here,
and students can access the classes at youtube.com/advancedplacement.
Additionally, for the next exam administration the College Board is developing secure 45-minute online free-response
exams. The exam content will focus on what most schools were able to complete by early March. Students will be
able to take the exams on any device they have access to - computer, tablet, or smartphone. The exams will be
secure: the questions are designed in a way to prevent cheating, and the College Board is using a variety of digital
security tools including plagiarism detection software. For more information on online AP exams, click here.

TAKE ACTION!
Stay Connected
During the Outbreak

CETF can help families
affected by COVID-19
find low-cost or free internet
and computer solutions.
LEARN MORE

Did You Miss Our
Virtual Meetings Webinar?

Don't worry - you can view the
recording of this helpful learning
session about best practices
and tools for effective teleand videoconferencing.
WATCH NOW

Community Support Banners
Now Available in the PTA Store!

Show your appreciation for those going
above and beyond during this difficult
time with a PTA banner offering a
positive, inspirational message.
SHOP NOW
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