
 

Purposes of PTA 
 
• To promote the welfare of children 

and youth in home, school, 
community and place of worship.  

 
• To raise the standards of home life.  
 
• To secure adequate laws for the care 

and protection of children and youth.  
 
• To bring into closer relation the home 

and the school, that parents and 
teachers may cooperate intelligently in 
the education of children and youth.  

 
• To develop between educators and the 

general public such united efforts as 
will secure for all children and youth 
the highest advantages in physical, 
mental, social and spiritual education. 

A Century of Caring 
Throughout our history, PTA has 
championed social, health, safety and 
education issues affecting children and 
youth.  

1900s   Juvenile Justice & Child Labor Laws 

1910s   Establishment of Kindergarten  

1920s   Nationwide Children’s Health Project  

1930s   Nutrition & Emergency Services 

1940s   National School Lunch Act  

1950s   Salk Polio Vaccine Trials 

1960s   Child Protection & Toy Safety Laws 

1970s   Television & Media Violence  

1980s   HIV/AIDS Education Program  

1990s   TV Ratings & National Education   
             Goals, Class-size reduction campaign 
2000s   Parent Involvement Standards defined 
             in Federal Law 
2010s    State Anti-Bullying Law & SMARTS - 

Arts Education campaign 

 
California State PTA  

Mission Statement 
 
The mission of the California State PTA is 
to positively impact the lives of all children 
and families by representing our members 
and empowering and supporting them with 
skills in advocacy, leadership and 
communications. 
 

Learn more: 
www.capta.org 
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2327 L Street, 
Sacramento, CA 95816-5014 

www.capta.org | info@capta.org  

California State PTA Founders Day 
February 17, 1897 

Celebrating  
 

The PTA 
Legacy 



 
 

To enhance community awareness, 
Founders Day programs showcase 
the best that PTA has to offer today.   
 
The outstanding service of current leaders 
and community partners to children is 
acknowledged with the presentation of 
Honorary Service Awards.  How PTA 
enriches local communities is highlighted 
as a central part of this event. 
 
Founders Day celebrations have a strong 
and enduring tradition.   

They began, in 1910, when National 
PTA was called the National Congress of 
Mothers: the organization founded by 
Alice Birney and Phoebe Hearst in 
Washington, D.C. on February 17, 1897.  

Celebrate Founders Day 
Each year PTAs organize Founders Day events to take stock of past accomplishments, 
recognize current achievements and celebrate the potential of PTA.  Held traditionally on 
February 17 since 1910, these programs highlight elements relating to the past, present and 
future of our organization as a leading voice speaking for all children.   
 

In recognition of our rich heritage, Founders Day is designed to honor the vision of our 
founders – Alice Birney, Phoebe Hearst and Selena Butler.  As children’s advocates over 
100 years ago, their efforts resulted in substantial improvements for the education, health 
and welfare of children.  

As an annual event, Founders Day was 
maintained after the organization became the 
National Congress of Parents and Teachers in 
1925.   

The merger in 1970 with the National 
Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers, 
founded in 1926 by Selena Butler, to become 
the National PTA saw the tradition continue. 

Founders Day provides a unique opportunity 
to renew our dedication to the core purposes 
of PTA as defined more than a century ago.   

It also lets us reflect on our legacy and show 
appreciation for the power of PTA in 
advocating for children: yesterday, today and 
tomorrow. 

Where Does My Founders Day 
Free Will Offering Go? 

 

These funds are earmarked to develop 
leadership and extend the work of PTA on 
behalf of all children and their families. 

Donations collected at Founders Day 
benefit the entire organization: units, 
councils, districts, State and National 
PTA.   
 
California State PTA returns 25% of its 
offering to the district PTA, retaining 25% 
for its leadership development work across 
the state.  Half of the offering is sent to 
National PTA. 
 
Founders Day contributions may be made 
at any time of year.  Make a contribution 
to welcome new members to your 
community or honor a special PTA friend.  

Share Our  
Legacy 


