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Advocacy news from the California State PTA Legislation Team 

 
To learn more about the California State PTA positions on bills currently before the California Legislature, click HERE. 

 

The 2013-14 legislative session ended on August 31.  Below is a 
wrap-up of some key legislative and policy issues that PTA has 
been involved in. 

School facilities bond 
 
As the legislative session approached its end, important developments took shape 

related to AB 2235 (Buchanan). This bill, which would have put on the November 

ballot a school facilities bond, did not pass.  Adequate funding is the number one 
priority for California Stare PTA, and we vigorously supported this bill to replenish 

now-exhausted coffers of desperately-needed state matching funds for school 
facilities construction and modernization.   

 
Grateful for PTA’s support, Assembly Member Buchanan made the following 

statement: 
 

“We’ve come to the end of the road.  The Governor made it clear to the 
Speaker on Friday that he does not want a school bond on the same ballot as 

the water bond and rainy day fund.  We have no commitment to support a 
future bond.  In our meetings with the Department of Finance, they stressed 

that the Governor questions what role, if any, the State should play in funding 
facilities 

  

We know that the responsibility for educating our children is not written in 
local city or county ordinances, it is written in our state Constitution.  Our 

Constitution places such a high value on education, that it prioritizes funding 
for education second, after debt service.  This is why major education court 

cases (e.g., Serrano v. Priest) and Williams, were cases that named the state 
as the defendant.  The ultimate decision on the state’s responsibility for school 

facilities may be decided in the courts, not the Legislature. 
 

As we move forward, I want to thank each of you for your support of AB 2235 
and for all you do for our children and our schools. It has been a pleasure 

working with you.  You make a difference!”   
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There is a lot to ponder in that statement.  California State PTA thanks Assembly 
Member Buchanan for her leadership and commitment to this important need for our 

children.  We also thank all our members who responded to by reaching out to the 
governor and your legislators urging them to support the bill. 
 

Fall means elections 

 
November 4 is Election Day, and your PTA can serve as a valuable resource to your 
members and communities by holding candidates forums for local school board, 

county and municipal elections.  Please encourage members and youth who may not 
be registered to vote, to get registered!  Local PTAs can and should hold voter 

registration drives to raise awareness and to increase participation in this sacred 

right of our democracy.   There are excellent “how to” resources online – see 
election guides under the Advocacy tab on the National PTA website.   

 
For information on how local PTAs can assist school districts in school bond 

campaigns, see California State PTA’s online Toolkit. 
 

For more information contact Director of Legislation Kathy Moffat at 
legislation@capta.org.  

 

Early Education 
 
Early education has been an important focus during this legislative session, and a 

top priority of California State PTA.  Importantly, two PTA-supported kindergarten 
bills, AB 1444 (Buchanan) and AB 1719 (Weber and Buchanan), passed out of 

both houses of the Legislature and await the Governor’s signature. 
  

In case you missed it, one of the cutest commercials on TV right now is about a little 

kid who comes home from school and asks for some pudding.  Dad asks him how his 
day was.  After describing the work, dad consoles the boy and says tomorrow will be 

better.  “Tomorrow?” says the child.  Looking at the pudding he adds, “Better make 
mine a double.” 

 
Well kids … these bills are for you.  

 
AB 1444 (Buchanan) – SUPPORT – requires a child to complete one year of 

kindergarten before being admitted to the first grade. Kindergarten is not currently 
mandatory in California, though most age-eligible students attend kindergarten.  If 

this becomes law, it would begin with the 2016-17 school year. 
 

In supporting this bill, California State PTA told the committee that we recognize the 
significant impact early education experiences have on a child's self-esteem, social 

competence and readiness to achieve academically. We believe all children should 
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have the opportunity to experience learning that is developmentally appropriate.  

 
AB 1719 (Weber and Buchanan) – SUPPORT – calls for a feasibility study and 

implementation plan for providing a full-day kindergarten program in all public 
schools. 

 

Helpful background information from the Senate Education Committee 
 

 Kindergarten attendance:   Between 90-95 percent of eligible students 
attend kindergarten (public and private kindergarten); approximately 80 

percent of eligible students attend kindergarten at a public school.  
Kindergarten is half-day.  

 
A Public Policy Institute of California survey found that in the 2007-08 school 

year, 43 percent of kindergarteners attended full-day kindergarten, with 
lower-performing and economically disadvantaged schools more likely to offer 

full-day programs. 
 

 Kindergarten Teacher Workdays:  Most kindergarten teachers work a full 
day, splitting their time between two part-day kindergarten classrooms, 

assisting other teachers or working on other district duties.  If the part-day 

teacher is now required to teach a full-day, the district would incur costs to 
cover the duties formerly performed by the part-day teacher.  School districts 

currently receive the same average daily attendance apportionments for 
kindergarten students whether they attend a part-day or full-day program.  

 
In supporting this bill, PTA voiced to the Senate Education Committee that the 

kindergarten curriculum has become more academic, and the Common Core State 
Standards bring opportunities for deeper, richer learning. A full-day kindergarten 

program would allow adequate time for learning as well as allowing time for physical 
activity and creative play, which helps develop the whole child.  

 
For more information on AB 1444 and AB 1719, contact Education Advocate Carol 

Kocivar at ckocivar@capta.org.  
 

Additional information on Early Education –  

Updates on SB 837 and SB 1123 
 

The 2014-15 California budget was passed in June and includes $273 million in 
funding for early childhood education and development, including $12 million for the 

Early Start and Black Infant Health programs that serve infants and toddlers. It’s 
exciting to see 11,500 more children served in full-day, full-year preschool programs 

this fall with the opportunity to serve 43,000 children in the coming years, and a big 
investment in quality!  

 
 SB 837 (Steinberg)– SUPPORT –  this bill started out as a sweeping 

transitional kindergarten bill that PTA strongly supported, and was amended to 
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implement the $25 million in professional development allocated in the 2014-

15 budget bill; it has been incorporated into the budget clean-up legislation. 
The budget clean-up bills, AB 1480 and SB 876, include the details that were 

in SB 837, including $25 million in professional development support for 
transitional kindergarten and state preschool teachers, $10 million for 

facilities, an increase in the regional market rate (RMR) and new transitional 

kindergarten teacher requirements.  
 

 While tremendous progress was made, and full-day, full-year pre-kindergarten 
was expanded to 43,000 low-income children, unfortunately SB 1123 (Liu), 

which would expand access for parents of infants and toddlers from low-
income families to quality early learning and parental support services, was 

held in the Assembly Appropriations Committee on suspense and will not move 
forward.   We are committed to working with our education partners such as 

Early Edge and with legislators to increase access to and improve the quality 
of early experiences for our children from birth, as well as ensuring effective 

implementation of what was done this year, and supporting the caregivers in 
our children’s lives. 

For more information on SB 837 and SB 1123, contact Family Engagement 
Advocate Dianna MacDonald at dmacdonald@capta.org. 

 

National issues 
 

California State PTA received calls from members and local leaders expressing 
concern about the plight of hundreds of unaccompanied children arriving at our 

borders, having fled violence- and terror-plagued towns and villages in countries to 
our south.  National PTA and California State PTA share your concern and are 

working together to gather information about where these children are being 
housed, what their needs might be, and what PTA – both on the national and state 

levels – can do to help.   Mindful of our mantra that PTA speaks for every child with 
one voice, the following are statements from National PTA and a listing of California 

State PTA position statements that will guide us as we study the situation with an 
eye to how we can help these children: 

 
 National PTA recognizes that the U.S. began as a country of immigrants and 

that the resulting blend of cultures enriches our nation.  
 

 National PTA has long believed that every child residing in the U.S., regardless 

of his or her immigration status, has the right of access to a high quality public 
education, adequate food, shelter and basic health care services.  

 
 National PTA has a strong history of advocating for the education, health, 

safety and well-being of all children. The association remains deeply 
committed to take action to ensure that the needs of every child are being met 

and that every child has access to education and services that will enable him 
or her to reach his or her full potential.  
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 Access to an education, food and shelter, and health care services is the most 
effective method to ensure that all children have the opportunity to reach their 

potential, and this access should not be denied to any child.  
 

 National PTA believes that federal, state and local entities have a responsibility 

to contribute to and support the well-being of children by offering health care 
and other social services needed in their areas.  

 

California State PTA has the following position statements to further guide us on this 

issue: 

 Education of English Language Learners 

 Equal Rights 
 Foster Children/Youth and Foster Families 

 Family Services 
 Homeless Families/Children 

 Freedom to Learn 
 Responsibility of Society to the Family 

 Services for Children of Undocumented Immigrants 
 Student Participation in Public Demonstrations 

 

Other issues pending in Congress 
 

Congress is in recess until the week of September 8 and this is an ideal time to meet 
your representative or senator in your community.  Many issues important to PTA 

are still pending in Congress, including: 
 

 A funding bill that would allow some schools to opt out of meeting nutrition 
guidelines for school meals – PTA opposes this bill; and 

 The Family Engagement in Education Act of 2013, which is legislation aimed at 
supporting effective family-school partnerships – PTA is the sponsor of this 

legislation. 
 

For more information, contact Federal Advocate Brian Bonner at bbonner@capta.org. 
 

Conducting visits with members of Congress 

Being an effective child advocate requires building strong relationships with our 

members of Congress and their staff members. It is important to use every 

opportunity to reach out and maintain these relationships. Meeting with your 
members and letting them know what policies are important to you, your school, 

and community is an important step in building this relationship.  Download a 
printable flier for more information. 

 
PTA provides extensive resources to assist you in conducting a successful meeting 
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with your Congressional members or their staff.   

 
 Before Your Visit 

 Do Your Research 

 During Your Visit 

 After Your Visit 

 Keep National PTA Informed 

 How to Lobby the PTA Way (Video) 

 
We also encourage you to join the PTA Takes Action Network to add your voice for 
children at the federal level. 

 

Career Technical Education 

Career Technical Education and Regional Occupational Programs (CTE-ROP) have 
been offering specialized training in California schools for more than 40 years. These 

programs, which offer a wide variety of real-life training from aerospace engineering 
to medical assistance, serve more than 400,000 students a year.  Improved 

attendance, a higher GPA, enrollment in post-secondary education and greater 
success in securing employment are some of the results of career technical 

programs.  In addition, there is collaboration between educators and employers 

which is fundamental to this linked learning approach. 
 

Despite these successes, the recession caused massive cuts to CTE-ROP programs 
during the past seven years.  Between 2011–2014, 50,000 students were no longer 

enrolled in career technical classes.  The Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) 
folded the dedicated funding for ROPs and technical education into the base grant 

for all students.  Last year’s Education Budget Trailer Bill included a requirement 
that schools spend the same level of funding for CTE programs this year and next as 

it did in last year’s budget.  However, legislators have shown concern that these 
outstanding programs will be cut, and they are difficult to rebuild once they are 

gone. 
 

California State PTA took positions on two bills that address this concern: 
  

 AB 2216 (Muratsuchi) – SUPPORT –would extend the requirement that a 

school expend the same level of funding on Regional Occupational Centers and 
Programs (ROCPs) through 2016-17.  Unfortunately, this bill is now dead. 

 SB 923 (Pavley) – APPROVE –would award competitive grants to districts 
promoting apprenticeships and career pathways.  This bill passed out of both 

houses of the Legislature and will head to the Governor for his signature. 
 

There is also good news in the budget for CTE-ROP.  Last year, a $250 million 
Career Pathways Trust fund initiated by Senator Steinberg was created to expand 

education programs which give students work experience in specific fields.  Grants 
were given to programs that utilize the linked learning approach where careers are 
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integrated in the academic program to further students’ connection to their choice of 

study.  The demand exceeded the fund allotment by more than $400 million. This 
year’s budget included an additional $250 million for the many outstanding grant 

applicants that were denied.   
 

California State PTA will continue to advocate for school-to-career instruction for all 

students and will support efforts to expand and strengthen the alliances and 
partnerships formed between school districts and local business communities 

through these specialized and successful programs. 
 

For more information, contact Education Advocate Donna Artukovic at 
dartukovic@capta.org. 

 

Protecting the brains of middle and high school football players 

The first week of July brought news of a huge financial settlement between the 
National Football League Players Association and their league. What does this have 

to do with our PTAs? The reason for the settlement is the growing awareness of the 
dangers of long-term disability to players from concussions.  Early onset Alzheimer’s 

disease, Parkinson’s disease, Lou Gehrig’s disease and altered thinking patterns are 
some of the neurologic and cognitive deficits that can come from repeated 

concussions.   
 

Medical experts are learning the long-term consequences that can come from not 
only the big “he got his bell rung” hit, or loss of consciousness injury, but also from 

the small repeated brain injuries. Often, small insults to the brain go unnoticed by 
players and coaches. The cumulative effect of the small concussions or bruises on 

the brain may be as devastating to brain function in the long term as a single 
catastrophic event.  

 

Enter AB 2127 (Cooley) – SUPPORT – which seeks to improve the safety of middle 
and high school football players. The background cited in this bill recognizes that 

small injuries, called “micro-concussions,” occur at every practice. To protect our 
young players, the following changes will be made in the education code: 

 
 A high school or middle school football team shall not conduct more than two 

full-contact practices per week during the preseason and regular season. 
 The full-contact portion of a practice shall not exceed 90 minutes in any single 

day. 
 A high school or middle school football team shall not hold a full-contact 

practice during the off-season. 
 A team camp session shall be deemed to be a practice. 

 
These restrictions, as well as the definition of pre and offseason in the bill, will keep 

young athletes from experiencing many high speed collisions that may cause micro-

concussions. This bill supports and expands other legislation that restricts concussed 
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middle and high school athletes from returning to play without a medical release.  

 
Many professional and collegiate programs have adopted similar restrictions to 

protect the brains of their athletes. As parents and child advocates, the next 
question might be: Where else do we need to act to protect the brains of our 

students who participate in sports?  

 
We are happy to report that AB 2127 (Cooley) has recently been signed by 

Governor Brown and chaptered into law! 

For more information contact Health Advocate Cathy Hall at chall@capta.org. 
 

State Board of Education takes action at its July meeting 

 
Revised permanent LCAP regulations move forward 

At its July meeting, the State Board of Education (SBE) heard more than two hours 
of public comment on the revised Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) 

template and regulations. Speakers included school board members, administrators, 
students, parents and advocacy groups, including California State PTA. A large 

contingent of students representing Student Voice also called for greater inclusion in 
the LCAP process.  

 
The redesigned template includes compromise language that provides increased 

transparency without restricting flexibility. Other changes enhance ease of reading 
and understanding for parents and other stakeholders. The addition of definitions to 

the revised regulations also helps to clarify terms used in the statute and LCAP 
template.  

 
The SBE approved the revised template and regulations and commenced a 15-day 

public comment period for the public to present statements or arguments, orally or 

in writing, relevant to the changes.  If no relevant comments are received, the new 
regulations will be deemed adopted. If the public comments persuade the SBE board 

to consider changes to the regulations, the revisions will be presented at their 
September meeting for further review. 

 
Groundbreaking English framework based on Common Core adopted 

In July, the State Board of Education (SBE) also adopted the English Language 
Arts/English Language Development Framework for California Public Schools. The 

new framework brings together the standards for English Language Arts and English 
Language Development for the first time in the nation. The Framework gives 

teachers a roadmap for curriculum and instruction under the Common Core. 
 

State Board of Education President Dr. Michael Kirst said, “California is forging a new 
path through the adoption of one Framework for two interrelated standards that help 

ensure all of our students have the ability to read, write and communicate with 

competence and confidence across a range of academic content areas.” 
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For more information contact State Board of Education Liaison and Education 
Advocate Cecelia Mansfield at cmansfield@capta.org. 

 

Don’t miss the State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Candidates Forum – September 17 in Los Angeles 

PTA members, join us for a special forum to hear from State SPI candidates Tom 

Torlakson and Marshall Tuck about their views on the critical education policy and 
funding issues facing our schools. 

 
California State PTA and The League of Women Voters of California Education Fund 

are co-sponsoring the forum at the Los Angeles County Office of Education in 
Downey on Wednesday, September 17 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  The event is 

hosted by the Los Angeles County Office of Education and the Los Angeles County 

School Trustees Association.  This forum is open to the public, but seating is limited, 
so an RSVP is encouraged.  For more information or to RSVP, view the flier and 

map. 
 

California State PTA Legislation Action Committee 

The California State PTA Legislation Action Committee (LAC) meets during the 

legislative session, and takes action on pending state and federal legislation based 
on the PTA’s priorities and adopted authorities. 

  
The LAC includes the director of legislation, president, president-elect, executive 

director, vice presidents or representatives from the commissions for 
communications, community concerns, education, health, family engagement, two 

district presidents and others as may be appointed by the president. This committee 
shall meet on call upon the approval of the president. 

  
For more information, please refer to the Advocacy section of the California State 

PTA Toolkit. Click here to view currently adopted positions on legislation. For more 

information or to inquire if a bill is under consideration by the California State PTA, 
contact the Director of Legislation at legislation@capta.org.  
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