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Advocacy news from the California State PTA Legislation Team 

 
To learn more about the California State PTA positions on bills currently before the California Legislature, click HERE. 

 

Legislature heads into final days of session 

Thank you for your advocacy on behalf of children!  As the state legislature wraps 
up its current legislative session on September 13, California State PTA will continue 

to actively engage on a range of bills to improve the education, health, safety and 
well-being of all children. 
 

LCFF Dominates Sacramento Conversation — and PTA is There 

Ever since Governor Brown signed AB 97 on July 1, California’s new school funding 

mechanism called the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), it has been the talk of 

the town.  The first week in September, the State Board of Education (SBE) again 
heard presentations relating to implementation efforts underway statewide.  In 

addition, trailer bills seeking to clean up details related to the new funding plan 
made their way through the legislature. 

 
The SBE continues its efforts to develop regulations for the new law, and to spread 

awareness to parents and stakeholders across California.  California State PTA 
participates in the state’s main advisory group, the LCFF Implementation Working 

Group.  State PTA volunteer leaders Patty Scripter (Vice President for Education), 
and Cecelia Mansfield (liaison to the SBE), represent PTA on this active and 

important committee.  They have attended two meetings to date, with two more 
meetings coming up in September and October.  Through our representatives, PTA 

is at the table and a part of the conversations that will shape recommendations to 
the SBE on how regulations regarding LCFF transparency, accountability and parent 

involvement are conceived. 

 
To gather response from parents, teachers and community, three Regional Input 

Meetings were held during August throughout the state, and PTA members attended 
to give their thoughts. 

 
Additionally, the SBE has engaged an organization called WestEd to assist in various 

aspects of the implementation of LCFF.  To help parents and community members 
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become more familiar with LCFF, WestEd is providing new informational videos.  
Two are posted now, with more to come.  In their announcement, the SBE says: 

 
“The State Board of Education invites you to check out the new Local 

Control Funding Formula Resource site at http://lcff.wested.org/. The 
site is home to the LCFF Channel, which provides brief informational 

videos about LCFF. New videos are added weekly to support local 

implementation of LCFF. If you want to be kept apprised of the new 
videos posted to the LCFF Channel, enter your email address on the 

home screen to follow the site and receive an email when updates are 
posted.” 

 
Please log on and watch these informative and authoritative videos.  Being well-

informed will help your PTA and your school to make the most of the LCFF for the 
sake of all our kids. 

 
Additional resources related to the LCFF may also be found at 

http://www.capta.org/sections/programs/e-school-finance.cfm 

For more information or questions, please contact Kathy Moffat, Director of 

Legislation, at legislation@capta.org. 
 

“Cleanup Language” for Local Control Funding Formula 

AB 103, a bill by the Committee on Budget, clarifies several issues regarding the 
Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF).  Briefly, here are some highlights of AB 103: 

 
1. Requires “a listing and description of the expenditures for the 2014-15 fiscal 

year implementing the specific actions included in the Local Control and 

Accountability Plan” (LCAP).  
2. Requires “a listing and description of the expenditures for the 2014-15 fiscal 

year that will serve the pupils” in foster care, eligible for free and reduced 
lunch, English language learners and pupils re-designated as fluent English 

proficient.  
3. Makes clarifications concerning the LCAPs that are now required to be 

developed and adopted in every school district. This bill would declare that a 
LCAP must be in place prior to the adoption of a school district budget – 

beginning with the 2014-15 fiscal year, and every subsequent year.  
4. Adds bargaining units to the list of those who must be consulted when 

developing the LCAP, and requires actions to achieve the goals of the LCAP be 
consistent with local collective bargaining agreements.  

 
PTA has consistently asked for transparency and accountability with regards to the 

LCFF and these clarifications are a start towards that goal. 

 
With such enormous changes to the school funding formula in California there will 
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certainly be other changes to the LCFF. PTA will keep members apprised of these 
changes as they occur. 

 
[Q: Do we have a position on the bill and/or the parts mentioned above?] 

For further information, please contact Shayne Silva, Budget and Education Finance 
Advocate, at ssilva@capta.org. 
 

State Board Adopts Next Generation Science Standards 

You may be hearing conversations at your child’s school about new ways to teach 

science.  At its Sept. 4 meeting, the State Board of Education (SBE) formally 
adopted the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).  California State PTA 

supported these new standards.   

 
The new science standards were presented to the State Board in July as required by 

the 2011 legislation SB 300 (Hancock), with a recommendation by the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction that they be adopted. Although the standards 

were supported by a broad range of groups, the board members delayed action on 
the recommendation, responding to concerns that the timing had not allowed the 

field sufficient opportunity to review and evaluate the standards, especially as they 
relate to proposed changes at the middle school level.  

 
The proposed standards integrate science and engineering practices with the 

content, rather than presenting isolated investigation and experimentation. They 
promote student application of scientific knowledge and student understanding 

across science disciplines, and emphasize conceptual understanding rather than 
discrete facts. The standards are grade specific for grades K-5 and are arranged by 

grade span for both middle (6-8) and high (9-12) school. The standards are 

available on the NGSS website at http://www.nextgenscience.org/next-generation-
science-standards.  

For further information, please contact Cecelia Mansfield, liaison to the State Board 
of Education, at cmansfield@capta.org. 
 

Preparing Our Children for Democracy 

Many times we ask whether our children are performing at grade level in math or 

doing well in language arts. But there is another important question we should also 
be asking:  

 
“Are we preparing our children to be responsible citizens?”  

 
This is not something that happens by chance.  Just as our children need explicit 

instruction on an algebraic equation or how to drive a car safely, our children also 
need to know the important role they will play in our democratic society. 
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And that starts with voting. Yes, something that simple and straightforward. Voting. 

 
That is why California State PTA is supporting a bill to ensure that voter education 

information is included in American government and civics curriculum for high 
school students.  

 

AB 700 (Gomez) would require information on how to become an informed voter, 
including: 

 
 Information on the importance of registering to vote 

 How to register, both online and by mail 
 The requirements to register 

 How to request an absentee ballot, fill it out and return it 
 What to expect on election day 

 How to find a polling place 
 Where and how to access and understand the voter information pamphlet 

 Information on other materials and more 
 

As former President Ronald Reagan observed: 
 

“Since the founding of this Nation, education and democracy have gone 

hand in hand. The Founders believed that a nation that governs itself, 
like ours, must rely on an informed and engaged electorate.  Their 

purpose was not only to teach all Americans how to read and write but 
to instill the self-evident truths that are the anchors of our political 

system.” 
 

For more information or questions please contact Carol Kocivar, Education 
Advocate, at ckocivar@capta.org. 

 

PTA-Supported Legislation on Health Care for Children on the 
Move 

We know California families care about providing proper health care for their 

children.  Two PTA-supported bills await votes at this time in the legislature – AB 
422 and SB 126.  Though different in emphasis, both pieces of legislation support 

the health care needs of California’s children and families through the Affordable 
Health Care Act.  

  
Since all school children currently receive information on the National School Lunch 

program each year, AB 422 (Nazarian) will allow information on health care 
exchanges and insurance options to be included with school lunch information, 

thereby reaching all families.  

 
The Affordable Health Care Act requires coverage for many conditions to be included 
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in insurance exchanges across the nation.  States may require coverage for 
additional services. SB 126 (Steinberg) asks that California Insurance Exchanges 

include behavioral and other supportive services for autistic and developmental 
spectrum disorders as part of the benefit package. 

 
Additional Health Legislation 

 

As the legislative session draws to a close, there are some additional pending bills 
that will bring improvements in the nutritional standards of foods sold at school 

outside the school lunch program; place additional automatic external defibrillators 
on school campuses; and improve mental health care services to youth.  State PTA 

supports these bills because they mean good things for our kids and their health!  
 

For further information, please contact Cathy Hall, Health Advocate, at 
chall@capta.org.  

  

Career Exploration – A Key Component to Low-Income Students’ 
Success 

Low-income students are often not exposed to the variety of careers that are 
available to young people.  In order to give these students the strategies to 

examine the pathways and skills needed for their future, California State PTA is 
supporting AB 547 (Salas) to add career exploration to the 21st Century High 

School After School Safety and Enrichment for Teens (ASSETs) program. 
 

The federally funded ASSETs program is a component of the 21st Century 
Community Learning Center (CCLC) program established by the California 

Department of Education (CDE).  Grants are awarded to schools to assist students 
who are in need of academic guidance and/or enrichment opportunities.  

 
According to the CDE, in 2012-13, 345 sites with 45,817 students provided the 

academic or enrichment element of the CCLC program.  The academic program 
must include at least one of the following:  assistance in passing the high school 

exit exam, homework help, college preparation, or tutoring.  The enrichment 

element includes programs in community service, tutoring younger students, the 
arts, computer training, physical fitness and recreation activities, among others.   

AB 547 adds career exploration to the academic assistance element.  It is intended 
to link academic work with a skill or profession.  Creating programs that incorporate 
math, science, and other areas of the curriculum within a career component are 

encouraged.  This bill, which the California State PTA supports, is co-sponsored by 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson, Children Now, and the 

Partnership for Children and Youth.  California State PTA continues to advocate as 
this important bill makes its way through the final votes in the legislature.  If and 

when that happens, we will urge Governor Brown to sign it to aid low-income 
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students in preparing themselves for future success. 

For further information, please contact Donna Artukovic, Education Advocate, at 

dartukovic@capta.org.  
 

September is School Attendance Awareness Month 

As a parent, do you know how critically important it is that your child attend school 

every day?  Just as most of our California students are headed back to school, 
Senator Carol Liu introduced SCR 67 (Liu), a measure that would designate 

September 2013 as School Attendance Awareness Month.   Good school attendance 
is essential to pupil achievement and ultimately graduation!   

 
California State PTA recognized the importance of school attendance by adopting a 

resolution at our 1986 convention urging its constituents to promote public 
awareness about the magnitude of the absenteeism problem and its negative 

impact on student progress and community well-being.  
 

Improving school attendance and reducing chronic absences takes commitment, 

collaboration, and a targeted approach to address particular challenges and 
strengths in each community.  Our PTAs can be instrumental links between schools 

and families and help communicate the importance of school attendance.  PTAs can 
also educate parents about the impact of chronic absenteeism on our students, 

namely: lower reading proficiency by third grade, poor grades, course failure and 
increased rates of student dropouts. 

Senator Liu’s legislation will encourage public officials, educators and communities 
in California to observe the month of September with appropriate activities and 
programs to spread awareness about the importance of school attendance.  Look for 

the measure to pass out of the Senate this week and move to the Assembly for 

consideration. 

For further information, please contact Shereen Walter, Community Concerns 
Advocate, at swalter@capta.org. 

 

State PTA and Parent Involvement in a Child’s Education 

California State PTA is doing our part to prevent dropouts, establish due process for 

students, protect the rights of parents to be involved in their child’s education, and 

the rights of homeless and foster care children.  How?  By supporting SB 744 

(Lara), to limit involuntary transfers to community schools and community day 

schools.  Many people are not aware that students too often are involuntarily 

transferred to, and sometimes stuck indefinitely in, county community schools and 

community day schools.  These schools have some of the highest dropout rates in 
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the state. Too often pupils and their parents or guardians are not aware that 

attending an alternative school such as this is optional.  And, too often these 

students are referred without consideration as to whether such a placement will 

meet their educational needs.  

 

SB 744 ensures that homeless and foster youth cannot be forcibly segregated into 

alternative schools solely based on their status. These students may still voluntarily 

choose alternative schools, but SB 744 ensures that the placements are voluntary.  

SB 744 ensures that students with disabilities or students who are English 

Language Learners (ELL) can only be transferred to schools that provide the legally-

required services for these students. It also ensures that parents are part of the 

decision.  Involuntary, unnecessary, or unplanned transfers increase dropouts, 

especially among students of color.  SB 744 ensures that the school is an 

educational fit for the student before the student is transferred.  The bill also 

provides that students maintain their right to return to a regular school.   

SB 744 is now being read for the second time in the Senate, and hopefully will be 
on the Governor’s desk for his signature soon. 

For further information, please contact Dianna MacDonald, Family Engagement 
Advocate, at dmacdonald@capta.org. 

 

Take Action for Effective Federal Family Engagement Policy 

Join California State PTA and 49 other state PTAs in supporting the Family 

Engagement in Education Act of 2013 (S. 1291 / H.R. 2662), introduced at the 
request of National PTA by U.S. Senators Jack Reed (RI), Christopher Coons (DE), 

Sheldon Whitehouse (RI), and Representatives Glenn Thompson (PA) and Carolyn 

McCarthy (NY).  Contact your federal legislators to ask them to become co-sponsors 
of this PTA-sponsored bill.  National PTA made it easy to contact your representative 

and senators with a web page that will provide you a sample letter and assistance in 
finding your representative in the House at the link below: 

 
http://capwiz.com/npta2/issues/alert/?alertid=62739616&PROCESS=Take+Action 

 
Research shows that family engagement in a child’s education increases student 

achievement, improves attendance, and reduces dropout rates. The Family 
Engagement in Education Act of 2013 seeks to foster effective family 

engagement strategies in your school district. 
 

This bill would: 
 

 Dedicate 0.3 percent of Title I funds to embed family engagement at the 

school, district and state levels in a systematic manner. 
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 Authorize states’ discretion over their family engagement funding to re-
establish the infrastructure for effective family engagement. 

 Allow qualifying school districts to reserve 2 percent of their Title I-A funds to 
implement family-school partnership strategies.  

 Establish Statewide Family Engagement Centers to support state-based 
infrastructure for family engagement.  States would design these centers 

through a competitive process.  

 
We need to show Congress the importance of this bill!  You can use PTA's Take 

Action Center to contact your federal legislators to show your support for The 
Family Engagement in Education Act of 2013 and click here.  

For further information, please contact Brian Bonner, Federal Advocate, at 
bbonner@capta.org. 

 

Are you a PTA president or Legislative Chair? 

Thank you for your service on behalf of children!  We encourage you to print, copy, 

forward and share the Sacramento Update with all of your members, so they can 
see how PTA is working to improve the lives of all children. 

 

California State PTA Legislation Action Committee 

The California State PTA Legislation Action Committee (LAC) meets during the 
legislative session, and takes action on pending state and federal legislation based 

on the PTA’s priorities and adopted authorities. 
  

The LAC includes the president, president-elect, director of legislation, vice 

president for communications, the legislation team, four subject-matter vice 
presidents and representatives from their commissions, two district presidents and 

the executive director. 
  

For more information, please refer to the Toolkit (section 4.2). Click here to view 
currently adopted positions on legislation. For more information or to inquire if a bill 

is under consideration by the California State PTA, contact the Director of 
Legislation at legislation@capta.org.  
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