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Advocacy news from the California State PTA Legislation Team 

 
To learn more about the California State PTA positions on bills currently before the California Legislature, click HERE. 

 

Register now for the 2014 Legislation Conference! 

Calling all PTA advocates!  Now is the time to make plans to come to Sacramento for 

the 2014 California State PTA Legislation Conference to be held January 27-28!  
Hear from top state leaders and renowned experts.   

 Download a printable flier to share with your members 
 Visit our website for more information about the conference   

We look forward to working with you at the Legislation Conference as we ”connect 

families and schools through advocacy!” 
 

Your advocacy makes a difference – Governor signs PTA-
supported bills  

Bill signed to end STAR testing  
As the time drew short for the governor to sign bills that had reached his desk, 
Governor Jerry Brown signed the important AB 484 (Bonilla) to end STAR tests in 

California.  California State PTA supported this bill. 
 

AB 484 clears the way for California to focus on implementing the Common Core 
State Standards without the fear that statewide tests don’t match what teachers are 

teaching.  State PTA strongly supports this step as another important commitment 
to the transition to the new standards. 

Bill to promote financial literacy for high school students becomes law 
Our kids intuitively know how to sign up for and use Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram.  But when it comes to credit cards and student loans, they need more 

than just intuition. 

A recent Junior Achievement and Allstate Foundation survey revealed nearly 50 
percent of American teenagers are unsure how to use a credit card effectively. Yet, 

24 percent believe high school or younger is when they should get their first credit 
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card. 

 
According to a Capitol One survey of the students planning to take out student 

loans, 44 percent of the students said that they have either not discussed with their 
parents how student loans work, or they have had a brief conversation with little 

detail. 

 
Yet, until the recent passage of AB 166 (Hernández, Roger), California did not 

have an official educational plan to help kids make good financial decisions. This now 
requires that topics such as budgeting and managing credit, student loans, 

consumer debt, and identity theft security be integrated into instruction in social 
sciences, health and math. 

 
California State PTA supported this bill as a good first step in addressing the issue.  

In 1999, PTA adopted a resolution on financial literacy that calls for an integrated 
curriculum in personal finance as well as statewide academic standards as a 

requirement for high school graduation. 
 

For more information, please contact Carol Kocivar, Education Advocate, at 
ckocivar@capta.org.  Additionally, the California Department of Education provides 

financial literacy resources for grades K-12. 

Resolutions on early education and military children pass legislature 
Two legislative resolutions were chaptered.  ACR 45 (Weber) Early care and 

education, urged the California Legislature, the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, and the Governor of California to restore budget funding to early care 

and education programs; and HR 14 (Melendez) Relative to the Month of the 
Military Child, proclaimed April 2013 as Month of the Military Child in California.  

Several family engagement bills became two-year bills in our last legislative session, 
which means that they still have a chance to move forward.  Please click here to 

view the full report.  

There were a few bills that didn’t get signed 
Despite PTA’s support, the governor vetoed a few bills that had passed both houses 

of the legislature, most notably: 

AB 375 (Buchanan), a bill to streamline the process of teacher suspension.  
California State PTA supported this bill because it represented an improvement over 

the present system that allows for cases of teacher misconduct to stretch on and on 
extending months or even years before being resolved. 

SB 744 (Lara) made it to the governor’s desk but was vetoed.  This bill was written 
to ensure consistency in school placements and address the due process rights of 

youth who are involuntarily transferred to country community or community day 
schools.  His veto message is as follows: 
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“I am returning Senate Bill 744 without my signature. This bill imposes new 

and rather specific requirements on the way local schools handle disruptive 
students. The recently enacted Local Control Funding Formula has created a 

new regime of greater equity and increased accountability at the local level. 
I'm putting my trust in the skill and good faith of local educators to manage 

the issues that are the subject of this bill in a caring and responsible way. 

 
Sincerely,  

Edmund G. Brown Jr.”  
 

For more information or questions, please contact Dianna MacDonald, Family 
Engagement Advocate, at dmacdonald@capta.org. 
 

Summary of 2013 legislation 

Of the 66 bills that California State PTA supported during this legislative session, 32 

passed in both houses of the legislature, 28 were signed, and 3 were vetoed.   There 
were 34 bills we supported that became “two-year bills.”  This means they did not 

meet a significant deadline in the first year of the session and can be picked up 
again for consideration in the second year.  A bill that PTA opposed was also vetoed.   

 
These new laws will take effect January 1, 2014 and will improve curriculum, 

facilitate the transition to Common Core, and address the many needs of California’s 
vulnerable children. 

 

For a full summary report of all the bills upon which we took positions, plus veto 
messages for those bills that were not signed, please click here. 
 

California State PTA Legislation Action Committee 

The California State PTA Legislation Action Committee (LAC) meets during the 

legislative session, and takes action on pending state and federal legislation based 
on the PTA’s priorities and adopted authorities. 

  
The LAC includes the president, president-elect, director of legislation, vice president 

for communications, the legislation team, four subject-matter vice presidents and 
representatives from their commissions, two district presidents and the executive 

director. 
  

For more information, please refer to the Toolkit (section 4.2). Click here to view 
currently adopted positions on legislation. For more information or to inquire if a bill 

is under consideration by the California State PTA, contact the Director of Legislation 
at legislation@capta.org.  
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