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To learn more about the California State PTA positions on bills currently before the California Legislature, click HERE. 

 

Great News: PTA Has a Family-Engagement Bill!  
By California State PTA Director of Legislation Shayne Silva 
 
Assembly Bill 2680 by Assembly Member Susan Bonilla (Concord) is the family-engagement bill 
we discussed in the last edition of Sacramento Update. Assembly Member Bonilla agreed to be 
the author of our bill. This is the first time in recent history California State PTA has written and 
sponsored a bill and worked with a legislator to introduce it in the Legislature.  
 
Assembly Bill 2680 sets up guidelines school districts and county offices of education can use to 
ensure authentic family engagement. It provides incentives for districts to develop family-
engagement plans that include at least one of the following:  
 

 Meaningful training for families regarding the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) and 
Local Control Accountability Plans (LCAPs) 

 Training of families in their role on other school-district or site committees such as site 
councils or District English Learners Advisory Committees 

 And perhaps most importantly, educating parents and families on the key role they play as 
their children’s first teachers, plus developing parent leaders and encouraging parents to 
advocate for a complete education that includes a full curriculum in order to close the 
access, achievement and opportunity gaps. 

District leaders would need to present the plans at school-board meetings; the school board 
must then adopt the plan at another meeting. The timeline for these plans would coincide with 
the LCAP adoption timeline. In addition, the plan is to be developed using research-based family-
engagement practices and standards. Plans must also include outreach in multiple languages; 
outreach to parents and families that are underrepresented in the school, school district or 
county office of education; and outreach strategies that are diverse and innovative. 
 
PTA is asking for a one-time investment to provide funding to local agencies that agree to 
develop these plans and are working with Assembly Member Bonilla to determine the 
appropriate funding level to request. If funding is provided in the annual Budget Act, districts and 
county offices can use it over a three-year period if they elect to meet the provisions of the bill. 
 
Research has shown this kind of authentic family engagement leads to reduced student 
absenteeism, decreased dropout rates, increased student achievement and increased 
graduation rates. All of these will contribute to an increase in the number of young adults who are 
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college- and career-ready. Ultimately, this is a wise investment in the future of our state and 
country. Read how volunteers from across the state advocated for family engagement and 
Assembly Bill 2680 at our Legislation Conference. 
 
What are the next steps? The bill is scheduled to be heard in the Assembly Education 
Committee April 6. Keep reading these updates for more information to support Assembly Bill 
2680 and ask your legislators to do the same: You’ll find talking points you can use in those 
conversations here. 
 
For more information on this bill, please contact Director of Legislation Shayne Silva at 
legislation@capta.org.  

Legislature Attempts to Address Teacher Shortage 
By California State PTA Education Advocate Donna Artukovic 
 
“Teachers are an endangered species.”  So said California State Senator Fran Pavley (Agoura 
Hills) recently.   
 
The senator is right. 
 
The California State PTA is concerned about the teacher shortage as an increasingly serious 
problem that could exacerbate the achievement gap. 
 
California faces a critical teacher shortage which, if not addressed, will become a crisis. The 
shortage is particularly worrisome in the areas of math, science and special education, and in 
schools serving high concentrations of students from lower-income areas and who are English 
language learners.  
 
Enrollment in teacher-credentialing programs has declined more than 75 percent in the past 15 
years.  During the recession so many new teachers were laid off that many young people came 
to the conclusion that teaching was not a secure profession.  To further exacerbate the situation, 
in the last few years teachers have been criticized by the public for low student scores.  In 
addition, some analyses indicate that between 40 and 50 percent of new teachers leave the 
profession for their own reasons in the first five years.  Furthermore, the salary of a teacher is 
relatively low compared to the average salary in other professions that require comparable 
qualifications. 
 
In a recent report examining the teacher shortage, the Learning Policy Institute offers policy 
recommendations which include investing in teacher recruitment and training, early career 
mentoring and improving teaching conditions at the school site.   
 
Meanwhile, the Legislature has introduced a series of bills aimed at tackling the teacher 
shortage. Some would reinstate -- all or in part -- programs that previously existed in California.  
 
The bills include: 
 

 SB 62 (Pavley), which California State PTA supports, would reinstate the Assumption 
Program of Loans for Education, funding for which was vetoed by Governor Brown in 2012.  
To qualify for the program in the new bill, students would have to teach for a minimum of four 
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years in a school with a large population of students from low-income families or in a school 
with a large number of teachers on emergency permits.  

 SB 915 (Liu) would reestablish the California Center on Teaching Careers, often referred to 
as CalTeach.  The purpose of this center would be to recruit qualified and capable individuals 
into the teaching profession, help them through the credentialing process, identify sources of 
aid and place them in schools with high demand.   

 SB 933 (Allen) would establish the California Corps Act of 2016 giving matching grants to 
districts to create or expand year-long teacher training programs known as “residencies.”  
Aspiring teachers finish their credential while working in a school-based preparation program 
in which the prospective teacher teaches alongside an experienced mentor. These programs 
have been more successful at retaining teachers than traditional preparation programs.  

 AB 1756 (Bonilla) would address requirements related to student teaching, particularly as 
they relate to participation in an integrated program of professional preparation. There are a 
number of amendments being proposed for this bill that we will be following closely. 

Between now and May, the Legislation Action Committee of the California State PTA will be 
considering a position on these last three bills, and possibly on AB 1918 (O’Donnell), AB 2122 
(McCarty), AB 2401 (O’Donnell), AB 2336 (Olsen), and AB 2248 (Holden).  These latter bills 
deal with a variety of issues related to teachers including substitutes, speeding up the 
credentialing process, recruitment issues and funding for induction programs. 
 
For more information about these bills, please contact Education Advocate Donna Artukovic at 
dartukovic@capta.org. 

National PTA Urges Action on Federal Education Issues 
By California State PTA Federal Advocate Heidi Brewington 
 
As is true in California, family engagement is a major focus for the National PTA, which is calling 
upon members to urge their senators and representatives to "invest in family engagement" by 
supporting Statewide Family Engagement Centers in the FY 2017 Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education and  Related Agencies (L-HHS-ED) appropriations bill. 
 
The call for action follows the February 9 release of President Obama’s proposed budget, which 
omitted funding for Statewide Family Engagement Centers. Once the president releases the 
proposed budget, Congress then has the option to approve as is, or not.  Currently, Washington, 
D.C., is gearing up for a busy month or two as the Appropriations Committee begins the process 
of going over bills and allocating funds to support those bills.  
 
Funding for Statewide Family Engagement Centers would recognize the important role of 
parents and families in children’s education. For more information regarding this particular "take 
action," log onto www.pta.org and click on the "PTA Takes Action Network" link.   
 
Legislative Action in Washington Happens Across Multiple Arenas 
 
While budget discussions begin in one corner of the Capitol building, Congress is holding 
hearings and considering other legislation of interest to PTA members. 
 
The House Committee on Education and the Workforce, chaired by Rep. John Kline (MN), held 
two hearings featuring testimony from Dr. John B. King, Jr., acting secretary of education. The 
full committee hearings included: 
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 Examining the Policies and Priorities of the U.S. Department of Education on February 24; 
and  

 Next Steps for K-12 Education: Upholding the Letter and Intent of the Every Student 
Succeeds Act on February 25.  

The 114th Congress also is looking at several bills of interest to PTA, including:  

 H.R. 2062 -- Protecting Student Athletes From Concussions Act of 2015 (Sponsored 
by Representative Mark DeSaulnier, CA-011): To promote state requirements for local 
educational agencies and public elementary and secondary schools relating to the 
prevention and treatment of concussions suffered by students. 

 H.R. 468 -- Enhancing Services for Runaway and Homeless Victims of Youth 
Trafficking Act of 2015 (Sponsored by Representative Joe Heck, NV-003): To amend 
the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act to increase knowledge concerning, and improve 
services for, runaway and homeless youth who are victims of trafficking. 

For more information regarding key legislation, visit the National PTA website, click on 
Advocacy and then click on "Key Legislation." 
 
Important legislation also gets through the process and becomes law. For example, on Feb. 18, 
2016, President Obama signed H.R. 3033: Research Excellence and Advancements for 
Dyslexia Act (or the READ Act). The bill requires the National Science Foundation (NSF) to 
include in the budget for its Research in Disabilities Education program “specified funding to 
support dyslexia research with the goal of practical application.” 
 
For more information, please contact Federal Advocate Heidi Brewington at 
hbrewington@capta.org. 
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