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Advocacy news from the California State PTA Legislation Team 

 
To learn more about the California State PTA positions on bills currently before the California Legislature, click HERE. 

 

California State PTA gears up for a busy legislative year 

Members of California’s Legislature are beginning to introduce bills and signal what 
issues they will be focusing on during the 2015 session. The California State PTA 
Legislation Team is working hard to meet with legislators and their staffs, help 

educate them on our advocacy goals, confer with our allied organizations and 
identify specific bills of interest to PTA.  

We’re also keeping an eye on National PTA’s advocacy efforts in Washington, D.C., 
and a California contingent was on hand for the National PTA Legislative Conference. 

Quick Links  

 
Here are several web pages that will help you stay up to date, including: 

 

 A full recounting of the February Legislation Conference 

 A listing of the bills we’re following, with links to the official bill language and 

status 

 A record of our Legislative Alerts, calls to action and position statements from 

your State PTA Legislation Team and Board of Managers 

 The National PTA Advocacy page. 

 

Cap on school district reserves 

 
Among the many school funding issues being discussed in the Capitol is the cap on 

reserves that passed the Legislature last June in budget trailer bill language. This 
law requires school districts to spend down accumulated budget reserves to 

specified levels in years of high state revenues when the state makes contributions 
to a new Rainy Day Fund that was established with voters’ passage of Proposition 2.  
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California State PTA has recently adopted a position that supports repealing that 

cap. Several bills have been introduced to do just that and they will be considered at 
the Legislation Action Committee’s March meeting. 

For more information, please see the California State PTA Legislative Information 

Alert of Feb. 25, 2015, or contact Director of Legislation Kathy Moffat at 
legislation@capta.org. 

 

Preschool for All Act 2015 introduced first day of legislative 
session 

The Preschool for All Act of 2015 (Assembly Bill 47), introduced by Assembly 
Member Kevin McCarty, would require the California Department of Education to 
report on what it would take for the state to provide access to preschool to all 

eligible 4-year-olds from low-income families not currently enrolled in state 
preschool or transitional kindergarten. That is roughly 32,000 children.  

Assembly Member McCarty stated, “This should be the first order of business and a 
top priority of this Legislature. As a public servant, I cannot think of anything more 

important than investing in our future and ensuring every child in California has the 
opportunity to succeed in school and life.”  

Research shows that a high-quality early childhood education can significantly 

improve children’s school readiness and performance, which in turn leads to reduced 
crime, higher graduation rates and higher career earnings. Last year’s 2014-15 state 

budget included nearly $273 million for early learning and child development, but 
that’s not enough to meet the need. The budget also expressed state leaders’ long-

term commitment to providing quality preschool opportunities for every child from 

low-income families. McCarty’s bill takes an important step toward fulfilling that 
commitment. In the meantime, California still is not addressing the needs of far too 

many of the state’s most vulnerable infants and toddlers.  

High-quality early childhood education is a long-term PTA advocacy goal.   

For more information or questions, please contact Family Engagement Advocate 

Dianna MacDonald at dmacdonald@capta.org. 

 

State introduces blueprint for arts education 
 

Many PTA representatives were on hand for the January unveiling of “A Blueprint for 
Creative Schools” by State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson and 

his Arts Education Task Force. This comprehensive plan reflects two years of work 
by more than 100 contributors from all over California, including representatives 

from California State PTA. Its goal is to bring arts and creativity into focus as a 
necessary component of education for all students. 
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“Arts education needs to be elevated to a core subject and to be available to all 
students,” Torlakson said.  

 
The Blueprint itself is a roadmap for how California can re-invigorate an arts 

curriculum into the fabric of our education system.   The areas of focus in the 

Blueprint are: 

1. Supporting the Arts Curriculum – including a new model for visual and 

performing arts standards 

2. Enhancing Educator Quality, Preparation, and Professional Learning 

in the Arts – when teachers are inspired and prepared, art is a huge 

support in all curricula areas 

3. Producing High-Quality Arts Assessment, Research and Evidence –

discovering and sharing best practices, and adopting broader measures of 

school performance beyond standardized tests 

4. Ensuring Equity and Access –students from low-income families have a 

great deal to gain from art programs which are often lacking in their 

schools 

5. Strengthening Collaborative Relationships – partnerships across all 

areas 

6. Expanding the Role of Business and Industry in the Creative 

Workforce – partner with business leaders who support art education 

because they recognize the need for employees who can think creatively 

7. Providing Funding for the Arts – arts education and the goals of LCFF 

are perfectly aligned – art is able to support all eight state priority areas 

The job of turning this plan into action will be led by CREATE CA, California’s 

statewide arts education coalition of which California State PTA is a core member. 

More information about the plan and ways to get involved are available on the 

organization’s website at http://createca.net/?page_id=11.  Pat Wayne, a former 

PTA leader and arts supporter from Orange County, is the new director of CREATE 

CA.   

Imagination in our schools . . . 

An unfulfilled promise . . . 
Awaiting action. 

– Poem written by Barbara Ledterman and Carol Kocivar 

http://createca.net/?page_id=11


 

For more information about policy actions related to the arts, contact Arts Education 

Advocate Donna Artukovic at dartukovic@capta.org. 

Charter schools getting close scrutiny 

Charter schools will be getting close scrutiny in California this legislative session, 

based on a host of recently introduced bills.   

Bills California PTA will be reviewing 

Three of the bills reflect legislative proposals made in a 2014 report by the 

Annenberg Institute for School Reform: Public Accountability for Charter Schools.  

They include: 

 SB 322 (Leno) addressing student access to charter schools; 

 SB 329 (Mendoza) regarding monitoring and oversight; and 

 AB 709 (Gipson) regarding open meeting and records requirements. 

 

Several organizations, including the California Teachers Association, California 

Federation of Teachers, Public Advocates, the ACLU and the California Labor 

Federation also are pushing for changes. They highlighted charter school issues at a 

legislative briefing in Sacramento and we are seeing legislation related to their 

concerns. 

The California State PTA Legislative Action Committee will be reviewing all of these 

bills related to charter schools, and many others, at its upcoming meeting in March. 

Other charter school news 

The California Department of Education recently responded to questions as to 

whether school districts or schools, including charter schools, can require parents to 

do work as a condition of allowing their child to enroll or otherwise receive an 

educational benefit or service at a school.  

The answer: NO.  You can find the full CDE advisory here. 

For further information, please contact Education Advocate Carol Kocivar at 

ckocivar@capta.org.  

 

Possible changes to teacher employment laws ahead 

Many lawmakers in Sacramento have made teacher employment issues a priority 

this year while a case challenging several California statutes is still making its way 

through the courts. 
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Teachers’ rights are a major focus 

The Vergara vs. California case, which claimed that certain statutes protecting 

teachers’ rights (tenure, dismissal, seniority) were unconstitutional, was decided last 

year. The original judge in the case found all of the statues challenged by the 

plaintiffs unconstitutional because they denied poor and minority students an equal 

education.  Governor Brown and California’s two teacher unions—the California 

Teachers Association (CTA) and California Federation of Teachers (CFT)—are 

appealing the case, but it may be years before a decision is reached.  

Meanwhile, several members of the Legislature are acting this session to change the 

laws.  They have written more than a dozen bills to address the perceived problems 

in evaluating and dismissing teachers.  Assembly Republican Leader Kristin Olsen 

and the Republican Caucus have introduced a package of education reform bills 

which they hope will “provide teachers room to grow and excel ...”  Newly elected 

Assembly member Patrick O’Donnell, a Democrat from Long Beach who taught for 

20 years and who chairs the Assembly Education Committee, also has introduced a 

number of related bills.  

Last year AB 215 (Buchanan), a bill California PTA supported, was signed by the 

governor.  This bill separates the process of dismissing a teacher accused of 

egregious misconduct from other dismissal procedures.   

Other issues related to teaching 

In addition, Senator Carol Liu, chair of the Senate Education Committee, has 

introduced a bill (SB 499) which would require a school district to adopt and 

implement a locally-negotiated teacher evaluation system in which each teacher is 

evaluated on a continuing basis on how well specific objectives are reached.  This 

evaluation would be conducted by trained evaluators. The bill includes the addition 

of an unspecified amount of money from the General Fund for the purpose of 

implementing a “best practices” teacher-evaluation system.  

Some legislators are more focused on training, recruiting and retaining teachers.  

Over the past few years, enrollment in teacher preparation classes has significantly 

dropped.  Furthermore, many beginning teachers become discouraged and leave the 

field of teaching after only a few years. AB 141 (Bonilla) and AB 580 (O’Donnell) 

provide potential answers to this growing problem.  

California State PTA will be taking positions on many of these bills soon, so stay 

tuned.  It is certain to be an interesting and contentious debate.   

For more information please contact Education Advocates Donna Artukovic at 

dartukovic@capta.org or Cecelia Mansfield at cmansfield@capta.org.   
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Advocating for boys and young men of color 

Improving the expected educational and life outcomes for boys and young men of 

color, and addressing the persistent opportunity gaps they face, is emerging as a 

priority both nationally and in California.  

In February 2014, President Obama launched the My Brother’s Keeper Initiative, which 

called for establishing an interagency effort called My Brother’s Keeper Task Force. 

Just introduced in the California Legislature, AB 80 (Campos) would create 

something similar. The Interagency Task Force on the Status of Boys and Men of 

Color would be a multiagency advisory body that would support agency and systems 

leaders in taking coordinated action to meet the myriad challenges facing boys and 

men of color here.   

AB 80 would set forth the initial and ongoing responsibilities of the task force, 

including an assessment of how well current state programs align with the objectives 

of the My Brother’s Keeper program and the Assembly Select Committee on the 

Status of Boys and Men of Color in California. The task force would be charged with 

developing strategies to enhance positive outcomes and eliminate or mitigate 

negative outcomes for boys and men of color in the state. The bill specifies how the 

21 members of the task force would be selected.  

While California State PTA has not yet taken a position on AB 80, it is consistent 

with this organization’s belief that legislation and public policy should improve 

academic achievement for all students to help eliminate the achievement gap. In 
addition, the California Constitution prohibits a person from being deprived of life, 

liberty or property without due process of law, or from being denied equal protection 
under the law.  

For more information or questions, please contact Family Engagement Advocate 

Dianna MacDonald at dmacdonald@capta.org. 

 

Meeting health needs of students where they are through school-
based health centers 

One of the priorities of California State PTA is to meet the needs of vulnerable 

children. In an effort to see that children have access to physical, behavioral and 

mental health services, we are looking at legislation that supports school-based 

health centers.  

 

School-based health centers (SBHC) are located on or near school campuses, 

bringing services to where students congregate. Adolescents, as a group, are among 

the most underserved populations in terms of health care. In some cases, the 
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SBHCs serve the broader community and help connect family members to the school 

through both service and education. Most SBHCs are located in rural and urban low-

income neighborhoods.  

 

Members of the Legislature have introduced a number of bills this session aiming to 

support the success of these programs and broaden their reach.  

Services at these clinics are often prioritized for the neediest students and the clinics 

can generally bill Medi-Cal. AB 766 (Ridley-Thomas) would expand the students 

served by including free/reduced lunch recipients and those students receiving 

Covered California health benefits.  

AB 1025 (Thurmond) calls for a new approach to SBHCs and would set up a pilot 

program to be located in schools that have 60 percent or more of their students on 

free/reduced-price lunch. The approach would include a multi-tiered, integrated 

program of physical, mental, emotional and behavioral health interventions.  

SB 118 and SB 123 (Liu) deal with the funding, assessment and reporting of the 

work of SBHCs. 

 

Our Position Statement, School-Based/Linked Health Centers, encourages parents to 

be an integral voice in directing School-Based Health Centers: another opportunity 

for families to become involved in their student’s school.  California State PTA is in 

the process of evaluating these bills and has not yet taken positions on them.  

For further information, contact Health Advocate Cathy Hall at chall@capta.org.  

National PTA takes a stand 

Family Engagement in Education Act introduced in 114th Congress 

A bipartisan group of legislators, including California’s own Representative Mark 

Desaulnier (D-CA), has introduced the Family Engagement in Education Act (H.R. 
1194 and S. 622). Its purpose is to empower parents, improve capacity for states 

and provide much-needed resources for schools to build effective family-school 
partnerships and increase student achievement. The legislation would also increase 

investment in family engagement for qualifying local education agencies.  
 

Urge your congressional representatives to co-sponsor the Family Engagement in 
Education Act of 2015. 

 
Head Start on Vaccinations Act 

California State PTA has endorsed the Head Start on Vaccinations Act introduced in 
February by Senator Barbara Boxer (D., California). The act would require children 

to have up-to-date vaccinations in order to participate in Head Start programs.  
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2015 Public Policy Agenda  

Each year, National PTA releases its Public Policy Agenda to inform Congress and the 

public about PTA's legislative priorities for the coming year. The Public Policy Agenda 

draws on resolutions and position statements to address the most likely and 

pressing legislative issues for the coming session, like the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act (also known as No Child Left Behind) and the Juvenile 

Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act. Both of these laws are long overdue for 

reauthorization.  You can get a copy of the Public Policy Agenda here.   

Please contact Federal Advocate Brian Bonner at bbonner@capta.org if you have any 

questions about National PTA and its advocacy efforts. 

 

California State PTA Legislation Action Committee 

California State PTA Legislation Action Committee (LAC) meets during the legislative 

session, and takes action on pending state and federal legislation based on PTA’s 
priorities and adopted authorities. 

  
The LAC includes the director of legislation, president, president-elect, executive 

director, vice presidents or representatives from the commissions for 
communications, community concerns, education, health, family engagement, two 

district presidents and others as may be appointed by the president. This committee 
shall meet on call upon the approval of the president. 

  
For more information, please refer to the Advocacy section of California State 

PTA Toolkit. Click here to view currently adopted positions on legislation. For more 
information, or to inquire if a bill is under consideration by the California State PTA, 

contact the Director of Legislation at legislation@capta.org.  
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