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Advocacy news from the California State PTA Legislation Team 

 
To learn more about the California State PTA positions on bills currently before the California Legislature, click HERE. 

 

The legislative season begins! 
 
Legislative hearings of budget subcommittees and committees on rules are 

underway.  Subject matter policy committees will begin hearing bills in mid-March 
and the California State PTA is preparing for its process of considering bills that have 

been introduced.  The Legislation Action Committee (LAC) is scheduled to meet 
March 24-25, April 24-25, May 19-20 and June 9 (tentative). 

 
At these meetings the LAC will study and deliberate on bills that address California 

State PTA’s advocacy goals for 2013-2015: 
 

 Support for the needs of vulnerable children; 

 Adequate funding for every child’s education; 
 Access to a full curriculum for every child, including physical education, arts 

and STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math); 
 Highly-effective educators in every classroom; 

 Standards, assessments and accountability that best serve every child’s 
needs; 

 Safe and positive school climate; 
 Early childhood education; and 

 Healthy lifestyles and access to support services for physical, emotional, social 
and mental health. 

 
California State PTA’s legislation action process is described in the “Advocacy” 

section of the Toolkit. 
   

“Commissions are responsible for preparing background information and authority 

for bills in their subject matter area, and for recommending appropriate action.  
Advocates select bills that are sent to members of the LAC for detailed study.   

 
The LAC meets several times each year during the legislative session to discuss the 

bills and subject matter commission recommendations and to determine positions to 
be taken on each of the selected bills.  After the committee meets, a Legislation 

Action Report is prepared and distributed.  Current status of legislation for which 
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PTA has taken positions can be viewed in the advocacy section of the California 

State PTA website (Current Legislation). 
 

Once a position has been adopted, the legislation team is responsible for all further 
actions on the legislation.  This includes relaying information on PTA positions to 

legislators and communicating PTA action on legislation-related matters to the 

constituent associations of the California State PTA.” 
 

For more information, please contact Director of Legislation, Kathy Moffat at 
legislation@capta.org. 

 

National PTA Legislation Conference 
March 11-13, 2014 
 
California State PTA was represented at the National PTA Legislation Conference in 
Washington, D.C. by President Colleen You and Federal Advocate Brian Bonner.   

Brian Bonner also serves as member and vice chair of National PTA’s legislation 
committee.  At the conference, there were informative presentations to state PTA 

delegates from all over the United States.  Additionally, a day was set aside for visits 
to senators and members of Congress.   

 
Topics that were discussed with lawmakers include the educational priorities of the 

California State PTA, and in particular, advocacy for the federal Family Engagement 
in Education Act of 2013 (S. 1291/H. R. 2662).  The act will: 

 

 Target federal resources while promoting state and local decision-
making; 

 Promote state-based infrastructure for capacity-building and technical 
assistance for family engagement in education; 

 Provide localized services to high-need school communities to promote 
student achievement and school improvement; and 

 Prioritize family engagement as key to academic support and a driver of 
school improvement. 

 
This bill was introduced by Senator Jack Reed (RI), Senator Sheldon Whitehouse 

(RI), Senator Chris Coons (DE), Representative Glenn “GT” Thompson (PA), and 
Representative Carolyn McCarthy (NY).  Among the co-sponsors of this legislation 

are California Representatives Judy Chu, Alan Lowenthal and Juan Vargas.    
Delegates to the National PTA Legislation Conference will also be seeking support for 

and additional co-sponsors for this important family engagement bill. 

 
For more information, please contact Federal Advocate, Brian Bonner at 

bbonner@capta.org. 
 

In the fight against childhood obesity, a round finally goes to kids 
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In recent weeks, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) released data showing a 
dramatic decrease in the obesity rates for 2-5 year olds. This is great news for 

children in this age group as they are less likely to become overweight adults and 
suffer all the health problems associated with obesity.  

 

Though the timing may be coincidental, many California legislators have introduced 
bills that support healthy nutrition for children. These bills touch on many aspects of 

providing good food to children including: 
 

 More local fruits and vegetables in school lunches through a farm-to-
school program; 

 Summer nutrition programs; 
 Better identification of CalFresh-eligible students; 

 Better snacks and beverages in after school care; 
 Adequate time to eat a meal; and 

 Warning labels on sugary beverages. 
 

In the coming months, California State PTA commissions will look at these bills to 
determine which ones best fit our health priorities for childhood nutrition, and 

support access to food for vulnerable children throughout the year. 

 
New and better nutritional information on food labels, especially on the caloric 

content per serving, will give families a better tool to see nutritional information and 
guide food purchases. This, coupled with the federal Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act of 

2010, provides a model to continue developing laws in California that support 
healthy meals and fight obesity in our children, and keep them on the path to good 

eating habits in every phase of their lives. 

For more information, please contact Health Advocate, Cathy Hall at 
chall@capta.org. 

 

Education bills focus on LCFF and LCAP, standards and 
assessment 
 
With the implementation of the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), the Local 

Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP), the Common Core State Standards, as well 
as the new Smarter Balanced assessment system, it is not surprising that there are 

many bills on these topics.  In the midst of so many profound changes, these bills 
seek to refine and give direction to the transition. 

 
There are other interesting trends as well: 

 
 Teacher evaluation and dismissal continue to draw the attention of 

legislators.  Many people believe the process of dismissing teachers is 

too complicated, expensive and lengthy.  Bills have been introduced to 
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make changes in the current law.  This issue has attracted those beyond 

the legislature, as well. 
 

There is currently a court case, Vergara v. California in Los Angeles, 
which claims that job protections for teachers, specifically tenure, last-

in-first-out (LIFO) practices, and the dismissal process are to blame for 

the achievement gap.  In addition, two initiatives are gathering 
signatures to qualify for the November ballot that would make significant 

changes in teacher evaluation and dismissal law. 
 

 Career technical education, including programs such as linked 
learning and career academies, remains a focus for legislators who 

support the idea of a comprehensive high school program that offers 
work-based learning in schools, and internships outside of the regular 

classroom.  Although many believe that the arts have been neglected for 
years, there is only a slightly renewed interest in supporting the arts and 

creativity.  
  

For more information, please contact Education Advocate, Donna Artukovic at 
dartukovic@capta.org. 

 

Kindergarten Readiness Act of 2014 
 

On January 6, 2014, Senate President Pro Tempore Darrell Steinberg, Senators 
Beall, Block, DeSaulnier, Hancock, Hill, Lara, Leno, Liu, and Wolk along with co-

author, Assembly Member Bonta introduced SB 837 (Steinberg).  SB 837 is 
referred to as the Kindergarten Readiness Act of 2014, and would require each 

school district or charter school that offers kindergarten to offer transitional 

kindergarten to all four-year-olds. This bill would authorize that school districts be 
paid by calculating the average daily attendance of students enrolled in transitional 

kindergarten.  
 

The bill would also require transitional kindergarten to be taught by teachers and 
associate teachers who meet certain requirements, and would require that on or 

before July 1, 2016, the State Superintendent shall develop and the state board of 
education shall adopt, transitional kindergarten standards, curriculum frameworks, 

and instructional materials that include English language arts, English language 
development, math and science. These standards will be based on the California 

Preschool Learning Foundations and will be aligned to the kindergarten education 
content standards.   

 
This program would be phased in over the course of a five-year period and would 

commence in the 2015-2016 school year, with the final implementation of 2019-

2020 school year.  
 

California State PTA has adopted a position of “Support if Amended” on SB 
837. The two areas that the state PTA will be working with Senator Steinberg’s 
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office to address are financing the program so that it supports itself, and the 

concern that in some parts of our state, several school districts do not have the 
classroom capacity to meet the student demand of adding this program. The 

addition of transitional kindergarten will only make these student housing capacity 
issues more urgent. 

For more information, please contact Family Engagement Advocate, Dianna 
MacDonald at dmacdonald@capta.org. 

 

California State PTA Legislation Action Committee 

The California State PTA Legislation Action Committee (LAC) meets during the 
legislative session, and takes action on pending state and federal legislation based 

on the PTA’s priorities and adopted authorities. 
  

The LAC includes the director of legislation, president, president-elect, executive 
director, vice presidents or representatives from the commissions for 

communications, community concerns, education, health, family engagement, two 
district presidents and others as may be appointed by the president. This committee 

shall meet on call upon the approval of the president. 

  
For more information, please refer to the Advocacy section of the California State 

PTA Toolkit. Click here to view currently adopted positions on legislation. For more 
information or to inquire if a bill is under consideration by the California State PTA, 

contact the Director of Legislation at legislation@capta.org.  
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