
 

Volume 39, Number 1                                                                January 2015 

Advocacy news from the California State PTA Legislation Team 

 
To learn more about the California State PTA positions on bills currently before the California Legislature, click HERE. 

 

New legislators, new session 
 
In December 2014, the 2015-16 legislative session officially began as 37 freshman 

lawmakers – 10 senators and 27 assembly members – joined re-elected colleagues 
for swearing-in ceremonies.  The new Legislature is relatively inexperienced, with 72 

of its 120 members having at most two years of state-level experience.  Governor 
Jerry Brown, re-elected for a fourth term, is known for just the opposite.  This sharp 

contrast in political experience could prove to be an interesting dynamic as the 
legislative session gets into full swing with the new year. 
 

Governor’s budget proposal 

 
As you may have seen in our recent Information Alert, Governor Brown 
announced his proposed budget January 9, and increased education funding was the 

highlight.  With an improving economy, nearly $4 billion more than expected has 
been earmarked for education.  This is, of course, welcome news for parents and 

schools, but it is only a start towards adequate funding.   
 

California State PTA will continue to speak up on behalf of our members for a 
greater investment in education for California’s children.  With so many new 

initiatives in progress – new standards, new assessments, new local control funding 
and planning – it is critical that our schools be adequately funded to assure the 

greatest chance of success for all students. 
 

For more information, please contact Budget & Education Finance Advocate Shayne 

Silva at ssilva@capta.org.  
 

Statewide testing and accountability 
 

The State Board of Education (SBE) met in January, and one of its most important 
discussions concerned the development of a new statewide accountability system.  
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With Smarter Balanced field testing completed last spring, the computer-adaptive 

program of student testing will be fully implemented this year.   
 

There are recommendations to incorporate into the Academic Performance Index 
(API) measures of college- and career-readiness, as well as student graduation data.   

How this will all be synthesized into a coordinated and cohesive system of 

accountability is a process that will likely take months of study and discussion to 
design.  The perspective of parents and PTA is shared with the State Board by 

Cecelia Mansfield, California State PTA Education Advocate and Liaison to the SBE.  
Additionally, California State PTA Education Commissioner Celia Jaffe is a member of 

the California Public School Accountability Act working group that will be actively 
addressing these issues. 

 
In addition, the State Board of Education and WestEd are hosting a second series of 

regional input sessions to help develop the Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) 
Evaluation Rubrics at the Alameda County Office of Education on Tuesday, 

January 27 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. and the Fresno County Office of Education 
on Wednesday, January 28 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.  The evaluation rubrics are a 

critical component of the continued success of the Local Control Funding Formula 
(LCFF) implementation and will be used to monitor districts’ progress in each of the 

state priority areas identified in the law and will be a critical component of 

California’s revised accountability system. 
 

For more information, please contact Cecelia Mansfield at cmansfield@capta.org, or 
Celia Jaffe at cjaffe@capta.org.   

 

Register today for the 2015 Legislation Conference 
February 9-10 at the Embassy Suites Riverfront Promenade 
 

This year’s California State PTA Legislation 
Conference will be better than ever this year, packed 

with powerful presentations!   
 

We will be joined by elected officials such as 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson, 

Senate President Pro Tem Kevin De León, statewide 
leaders and experts including:  

 

 State Board of Education Member Ilene Strauss 
 School Services of California’s CEO Ron Bennett 

 California’s Legislative Analyst Mac Taylor 
 Governor Brown’s Secretary of Health and Human Services Diana Dooley  

 
These speakers will deliver the most up-to-date information on issues affecting 

every child and every school.  View the preliminary agenda (subject to change). 
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We will also visit our elected officials in the state Capitol to share our strong 

messages of support for California’s most vulnerable children, for adequate funding 
of schools, early education and a full curriculum for every child.  The Legislation 

Conference is California State PTA’s premier advocacy event.  You won’t want to 
miss it!   

 

REGISTER TODAY! 
 

Chaptered PTA bills become law  

Thirty-five bills supported by PTA in 2014 became law January 1, 2015.  Some of the 

major topics include: 
 

 After-school programs 
 Inclusion of civics in the curriculum 

 Computer science content standards and curriculum 
 Sexual abuse and sex trafficking prevention education in curriculum 

 Evaluation of part-day and full-day Kindergarten programs 
 Nutritious school meals 

 Limits on football practice to reduce the danger of head injury 
 Automatic external defibrillators and epinephrine auto-injectors (EpiPens) at 

schools 
 Truancy prevention 

 Protections to make day care centers safer 

 
For a complete listing of chaptered bills, please click here.  The success of these and 

other bills reflects the important work that PTA and our volunteer advocates do each 
year to promote the education, health and well-being of all children. 

 
For further information, please contact Director of Legislation Kathy Moffat at 

legislation@capta.org.  

 

Transparent information now required for child care centers 

Families entrust the care of their children to state-licensed day care, preschool and 

after-school programs every day.  While these facilities are licensed and regulated 
by the Department of Social Services (DSS), information on inspections, compliance 

and complaints are not easily accessible for parents.   
 

AB 2621 (Garcia and Olson), the California Child Day Care Facilities Act, is a 
recently chaptered bill that requires the DSS to post information and reports online 

on the department’s website for child day care facilities.  This includes licensing 
information on facility inspections, compliance and the number of citations issued, as 

well as substantiated and inconclusive complaint reports for the preceding five years 
updated on a monthly basis.   

http://ww5.aitsafe.com/cf/add.cfm?userid=76344008&product=2015%20Legislation%20Conference%20Registration&price=210.00%22
http://downloads.capta.org/blast/LegAlert/ChapteredBills_2013-14.pdf
mailto:legislation@capta.org
http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/13-14/bill/asm/ab_2601-2650/ab_2621_bill_20140919_chaptered.html


 

PTA supported this bill so that families can be better informed about choosing a 
quality child care provider for their children. 

 
For more information or questions, please contact Family Engagement Advocate 

Dianna MacDonald at dmacdonald@capta.org.   

 

Sexual abuse and sex trafficking prevention education bill 
becomes law 

California State PTA participated in a press conference with Senator Holly Mitchell 
last fall to highlight the governor’s signing of SB 1165 (Mitchell), a bill that requires 

the Instructional Quality Commission to consider sexual abuse and sex trafficking 
prevention education be included in the next revision of the health framework, and 

permits a school district to provide sexual abuse and sex trafficking prevention 
education. 

 
Traffickers recruit their young victims in or around middle and high schools and 

other places where our students congregate.  This includes shopping malls, parks, 
transportation stops, shelters and group homes.  Education is key to prevention and 

can help keep sexual abuse and sex trafficking from occurring in the first place! 

 
PTA believes that comprehensive health education includes physical, mental, 

emotional and social well-being.  In addition to the physical part of sexual health, 
education about the relational part of sexual health is vital to ensuring the total well-

being of students. 
 

Implementing sexual abuse and sex trafficking prevention education in schools will 
help equip our nearly 3 million middle and high school students with the knowledge 

and skills they need to circumvent the recruiting tactics used by exploiters and 
traffickers and will assist students in safely reporting instances of abuse and 

trafficking. 
 

The legislation encourages school districts to: 
 

 Include addressing the threat of sexual abuse and sex trafficking in their 

school safety plans 
 Develop intervention programs for those students most at risk 

 Conduct in-service training of their staff to receive instruction on current 
prevention efforts and methods 

 
SB 1165 says that the California Department of Education may post resources and 

relevant materials on sexual abuse and sex trafficking prevention for parents and 
guardians of students.   

 
For more information on the issue, please see http://californiaagainstslavery.org.   
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From left:  Senator Holly Mitchell, Cody Foute,  

Riverside County Department of Social Services and survivor 

advocate, Shereen Walter from California  

State PTA and Daphne Phung, Executive Director, California 

Against Slavery. 
 

California State PTA Legislation Action Committee 

The California State PTA Legislation Action Committee (LAC) meets during the 
legislative session, and takes action on pending state and federal legislation based 

on the PTA’s priorities and adopted authorities. 
  

The LAC includes the director of legislation, president, president-elect, executive 
director, vice presidents or representatives from the commissions for 

communications, community concerns, education, health, family engagement, two 
district presidents and others as may be appointed by the president. This committee 

shall meet on call upon the approval of the president. 
  

For more information, please refer to the Advocacy section of the California State 
PTA Toolkit. Click here to view currently adopted positions on legislation. For more 

information, or to inquire if a bill is under consideration by the California State PTA, 

contact the Director of Legislation at legislation@capta.org.  
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