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Advocacy news from the California State PTA Legislation Team 

 
To learn more about the California State PTA positions on bills currently before the California Legislature, click HERE. 

 

California State PTA and you, our members, advocate for children in many venues 

and forums – in the classroom, in schools and districts, in Sacramento in the State 
Legislature, and in the boardroom of the California State Board of Education.   

 

As you know, California State PTA has been integrally involved as the new school 
funding process, known as the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), was proposed 

and vetted in the legislature and ultimately signed into law by Governor Brown.  This 
new method of funding schools requires engagement by parents and families in local 

decision making, which is a welcome concept.  PTA could not be more enthusiastic 
about LCFF and its implementation.  Our advocacy is currently directed towards the 

State Board of Education as regulations determining how the law will take effect are 
crafted. 

 
Your advocacy locally with your own school and school board has never been more 

important than now.  Please visit our website to learn more about LCFF and how you 
can become involved.   

 
As the work of the California State Legislature for the 2013-2014 legislative session 

enters year two, we look back in this Sacramento Update on bills that have become 

law and at some that have one more chance to succeed.  We also take a look 
forward to a topic of importance to PTA members that has also risen to the top of 

the priority list nationally and at the state level – quality early education.  Please 
enjoy! 

 
For further information, please contact Kathy Moffat, Director of Legislation, at 

legislation@capta.org. 
 

Sacramento Update 
 www.capta.org 

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?key=-1&url_num=7&url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Fllr%3Dcwmbgpcab%26amp%3Bet%3D1104323875281%26amp%3Bs%3D0%26amp%3Be%3D001QKg_i6BUrAc1K9PvghctArfC48T05E9I3xES975ji0_q_CbtUap_dCD3TNjb5uMYyLu7U3LC-xZev_PAfbwIW47wpuRd7GD99IuTAAId6x6oidX-AdJvSSmNgomywv6O1F8bse4opWpA2AdGO0or4Ur0L8ywdtY8H0Cf49Ox6ig%3D
http://www.capta.org/sections/programs/lcff-lcap.cfm
http://www.capta.org/sections/programs/lcff-lcap.cfm
mailto:legislation@capta.org


Last Call for the 2014 Legislation Conference 

Registration for the 2014 Legislation Conference closes 

Friday, January 24.  Now is the time to register!  Panels 
of experts will share information on the Local Control 

Funding Formula, early education, the dangerous 
implications of truancy and other critical issues in California 

education in 2014.  PTA needs YOU to help as we 

“Connect Families and Schools Through Advocacy!”  
 

Education Bills 

Bills supporting financial literacy, voter education, English-Language Learners, and 

science – topics the PTA has long supported – were signed into law to help ensure all 
children receive a high quality education.  

 
 Financial Literacy 

AB 166 (Hernández) strengthens the requirements for instruction in 

financial literacy. The next revisions of textbooks or curriculum frameworks in 
social sciences, health and mathematics now should contain financial literacy, 

including budgeting and managing credit, student loans, consumer debt and 
identity-theft security. 

 
 Civics: Voter Education 

AB 700 (Gomez) broadens the history social science frameworks to include 
greater voter education.  The American government and civics curriculum in 

high school, when next revised, should include information on the importance 
of registering to vote in local, state and federal elections, where and how to 

access and understand the voter information pamphlet and other materials to 
become an informed voter. 

 
 English-Language Learners Instructional Materials 

SB 201 (Liu) authorizes the adoption of instructional materials in English-

language arts and English-language development and makes changes to the 
assessment of pupils who are English-Language Learners. This is to continue 

implementation of the Common Core State Standards and ensure that pupils 
and teachers have access to instructional materials that are both aligned to 

the Common Core State Standards and meet the needs of English learners.  It 
also requires the development of two separate assessments; one for the initial 

identification of pupils as English learners and a second for the annual 
summative assessment. 

 
 Next Generation Science Standards 

SB 300 (Hancock) requires the State Board of Education to consider the 
adoption of a revised curriculum framework and evaluation criteria for 

instructional materials based on the Next Generation of Science Standards and 
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to include strategies for English language development and the needs of pupils 

with disabilities.  
 

For more information, please contact Carol Kocivar, Education Advocate, at 
ckocivar@capta.org. 
 

Changes to Children’s Health Care  

 
Access to health care for children and youth has been a priority for the California 

State PTA for many years. During the past year, there have been many changes in 
health care delivery and insurance impacting access to health care for families and 

children. 
 

The Affordable Health Care Act, changes in Medi-Cal eligibility and the elimination of 

Healthy Families have changed the landscape of health care access for children and 
families.   California State PTA has supported or approved several bills during the 

2013 legislative session that became law on January 1.   
 

 ABX1 1 (Pérez) and SBX1 1 (Hernandez) define services such as dental, 
vision and immunizations in the new insurance exchanges.    

 SB 126 (Steinberg) ensures continued services to children with autism and 
autism-spectrum disorders.   

 SB 800 (Lara) requires the state of California to get information to families 
previously in the Healthy Families program but not currently enrolled in Medi-

cal.  
 AB 422 (Nazarian) allows information on the California insurance exchanges 

to be distributed to families along with information on the federal school lunch 
program. 

 

Ensuring that children have access to health care, no matter what their economic 
circumstances, continues to be a high priority for California State PTA. 

For more information, please contact Cathy Hall, Health Advocate, at 
chall@capta.org. 

How Effective are the Teachers at Your School? 
 

Do you know what criteria are used to evaluate the teachers at your school?  Or how 
often teachers are evaluated?  Or how evaluations help teachers improve?  These 

questions are being examined in a variety of bills that may play an important role in 
the next legislative session. 

 
Teacher evaluation has become a contentious and important legislative issue in 

California and throughout the country in the last few years.  More than 20 states 
have passed legislation mandating annual evaluations based, in part, on student 

learning and linking evaluations to personnel decisions such as tenure and teacher 
layoffs.  Attempts to eliminate the difficulties of dismissing “underperforming” 
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teachers have drawn the teachers union, parents, school boards, administrators, and 

legislators into serious discussions seeking legislative solutions.  It is expected that 
those attempts will continue in earnest this year. 

 
The Stull Act, signed into law in 1971 by Governor Reagan, has driven the 

evaluation of California teachers for decades. Some view this law as outdated and 

ineffective.  However, it does require districts to evaluate teachers, in part, by their 
success in teaching the standards in every subject and grade level.  Many districts 

have largely ignored this element and a lawsuit related to teacher evaluations was 
recently filed against the Los Angeles Unified School.  A tentative agreement was 

reached between the teacher’s union and the school district which allows for test 
scores combined with student demographics to be included in teacher evaluations.  

 
To complicate the issue further, the federal Department of Education initially 

rejected California’s application for a waiver from the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 
Law because currently, teacher evaluations do not require the use of student test 

scores as a significant factor.   In August, the Obama administration approved a 
one-year waiver from the NCLB requirement for eight California school districts in 

exchange for plans to prepare all students for college and career readiness.  
 

Bills introduced in 2013 in the California State Legislature with the intent to improve 

the teacher evaluation system have been met with mixed success.  The following 
bills were introduced last year, did not complete the legislative process, and 

therefore have become two-year bills:   
 

 SB 453 (Huff) – PTA Position – Watch – requires a school district to establish 
an evaluation system for certificated employees that uses multiple-measures 

with research-validated approaches to measuring effectiveness.  
 SB 441 (Calderon) – No PTA position – requires the evaluation of each 

certificated employee with permanent status at least every three years 
(instead of 10). 

 SB 657 (Block) – No PTA position – repeals the Stull Act and replaces it with 
a system that includes pupil assessment data. 

 AB 430 (Olson) – PTA position – Seek Amendments – encourages the 
establishment of an alternative teacher evaluation system that includes value-

added assessment measures, classroom observation and teacher input.  

 
These bills must pass out of the house of origin by the end of January or they will 

die. 
 

PTA support or opposition to legislation regarding teacher evaluation is based on 
California State PTA’s Position Statement, Evaluation of Teachers*, which includes 

the following assertions:   
 

 We believe that every student deserves highly qualified and effective teachers 
so that all students can learn and develop critical skills that prepare them to 

be college- and workforce-ready.   
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 The evaluation of teachers should measure both student learning and teacher 

effectiveness. 
 Teacher evaluation systems should be transparent and provide teachers with 

clear expectations and regular feedback that help them grow as professionals.  
 The evaluation process should consist of multiple measures available to the 

public and should identify areas in need of professional development and 

teacher support.   
 

* View the complete list of California State PTA’s Position Statements 

For more information, please contact Donna Artukovic, Education Advocate, at 
dartukovic@capta.org. 

Federal Update – A Budget Agreement! 
 
As we reported last month, the federal government shutdown ended, and a House-

Senate committee convened to negotiate a longer term agreement on the federal 
budget.  The conference committee, chaired by Representative Paul Ryan and 

Senator Patty Murray, reached an agreement that both houses of Congress passed 
in early December.  The president signed the agreement, which does the following: 

 
 Set overall discretionary spending for the current fiscal year at $1.012 

trillion—about halfway between the Senate budget level of $1.058 trillion and 
the House budget level of $967 billion.  

 Provide $63 billion in sequester relief over two years, split evenly between 

defense and non-defense programs.  
 Set FY 2014 defense discretionary spending at $520.5 billion, and non-defense 

discretionary spending at $491.8 billion. 
 Reduce the deficit by between $20 and $23 billion. 

 Pay for sequester relief with savings elsewhere in the budget, including dozens 
of specific deficit-reduction provisions, with mandatory savings and non-tax 

revenue totaling approximately $85 billion (see the chart below provided by 
National PTA). 
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 View the Congressional Budget Office report here.  

Now that the Bipartisan Budget Act is law, the Appropriations committees will 
appropriate funding for discretionary programs, including federal education 
programs. 
 

Please contact Brian Bonner, Federal Advocate, at bbonner@capta.org with any 
questions. 

PTA Takes Action Network – Please sign up! 
 
At last count, Californians accounted for 431 members of the National PTA Takes 

Action Network.  Although California has by far the most PTA members, it ranks 
tenth in the number of network subscribers.  The number one state PTA has more 

than 18,000 subscribers.  Please take a moment to sign up today. 
 

Looking Forward - Focus on Early Education 
 
Over a century ago, the PTA advocated for kindergarten to be established in our 

public school system.  Early childhood education is on the national and statewide 
agenda again.  In December, Assembly Speaker John A. Pérez and Assembly Budget 

Chair Nancy Skinner outlined a series of proposals focused on reducing poverty, 
expanding early childhood education programs and boosting financial aid for college 

students. Specifically, they would: 

 
 Provide all four-year-olds with high-quality, developmentally appropriate pre-

Kindergarten by improving and expanding Transitional Kindergarten (TK). 
 Combine the best quality standards from TK and State Preschool, creating a 
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model to ensure sustainable gains in school performance. 

 Allow for a mixed delivery system, while utilizing funding generated by 
Average Daily Attendance (ADA). 

 Ensure no funds would be taken away from existing state-contracted child 
development systems. 

 Reduce the average cost per child of TK by creating a two-session model. 

 Expand full-day services to the children who need it most. 

California State PTA will study these and all legislative proposals as they are 
introduced. 

For more information or questions please contact Dianna MacDonald, Family 

Engagement Advocate, at dmacdonald@capta.org. 

California State PTA Legislation Action Committee 

The California State PTA Legislation Action Committee (LAC) meets during the 

legislative session, and takes action on pending state and federal legislation based 
on the PTA’s priorities and adopted authorities. 

  
The LAC includes the president, president-elect, director of legislation, vice president 

for communications, the legislation team, four subject-matter vice presidents and 
representatives from their commissions, two district presidents and the executive 

director. 
  

For more information, please refer to the Toolkit (section 4.2). Click here to view 
currently adopted positions on legislation. For more information or to inquire if a bill 

is under consideration by the California State PTA, contact the Director of Legislation 
at legislation@capta.org.  
 

 

www.capta.org 
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