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To learn more about the California State PTA positions on bills currently before the California Legislature, click HERE. 

 

2016 Advocacy Gets Underway 
By California State PTA Director of Legislation Shayne Silva 
 
What happens in the State Capitol in Sacramento affects our schools and our children.  
In this month’s Sacramento Update, we want to alert you to the big events that have happened 
since December and that are already getting the attention of your Legislation Team. 
 

 California State PTA has a legislative proposal. 

 The governor’s budget proposal in early January marks the start of work for the State 
Assembly and Senate. We’ll give you a quick summary.  

 Federal lawmakers have reauthorized the long overdue No Child Left Behind law. It’s now 
called the Every Student Succeeds Act, or ESSA. We’ll tell you what’s happening now and 
a bit about the changes to expect.  

 California’s State Board of Education is crafting a new set of rules for how school and 
district success should be measured. We’ll give you the highlights.  

 
Across all of these topics, PTA members play an important role by speaking out to make sure the 
welfare of kids is always front and center in the conversation. 
 
Our Proposal For Family Engagement 
 
California State PTA has some exciting news to start this half of the legislative session. One of 
our goals this term is a one-time budget allocation for family engagement. We all know that 
family engagement is the most important predictor of student success, and is also one of the 
eight priority areas for each school district Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP). To 
further our goal, California State PTA leadership spent the past few months meeting with the 
governor’s staff, legislative leadership staff and our allies in the Capitol to garner support for our 
proposal.  
 
The Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) states parents should have a voice in how dollars 
are allocated in school districts. If local communities are to truly have a say in how districts 
allocate money, parents must be included. We know that even districts with the best family-
engagement strategies don’t reach all their parents. This year there is one-time money available 
for schools, and our goal is to have some of that money directed to developing and implementing 
effective family-engagement programs in school districts. 
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Our first strategy at securing the money for family engagement was to ask the governor to 
allocate money in his proposed budget. You can see our proposal here. As was expected, the 
proposal was not included in the governor’s draft state budget. Continuing our efforts, we have 
submitted an unbacked bill to the Legislative Counsel as we seek an author. No funds are 
included in this version intentionally. The bill would not make it out of the first house if we put the 
appropriation in the bill. That will continue to be a budget discussion. We will need to see how 
Legislative Counsel drafts the bill and can make amendments if necessary at a later time. A 
legislative vehicle also allows California State PTA to continue the important education process 
to inform policymakers. 
 
If we are successful in obtaining an author for our bill, we will need your help. Please continue to 
follow the updates on our proposal in future issues of Sacramento Update and to talk about the 
importance of family engagement in your local communities. Feel free to use our talking points. 
 
Governor’s Budget Is Good for Schools 
 
Once again this year, Governor Jerry Brown’s budget proposal contains good things for 
education. In the 2016-17 budget, education’s Proposition 98 minimum funding guarantee is 
estimated at $71.6 billion, an increase of 3.5 percent. That means per-pupil funding is expected 
to increase from $10,223 this year to $10,591 next year – a good start as we continue to 
advocate for adequately funding complete educations for all California children.  
 
However, the governor remains focused on fiscal restraint. His remarks on the budget included a 
discussion of the probability of a recession in the future. Consistent with that concern, he has 
allocated $2 billion more to the state’s rainy-day reserve than is required by law. It will be 
interesting to see whether the Legislature agrees with this additional reserve or wants to put that 
money into expanding or building new programs. 
 
LCFF Funding Increases 
 
The best news in this budget is how quickly districts could reach their Local Control Funding 
Formula (LCFF) target levels. The governor’s budget allocation would bring all districts to 95 
percent of their target in 2016-17. While that is good news, let’s remember that those target 
levels, on average, only bring districts back to their pre-recession funding levels.  
 
It’s also worth noting that districts are slated to receive cost-of-living increases for the extra 
funding they get for grades K-3 when class sizes are 24:1 and for grades 9-12 to cover the 
higher cost of career technical education (CTE) coursework.  
 
Other Program Proposals Would Affect Schools and Children 
 
The governor made two other proposals: allocating $1.2 billion for discretionary one-time uses 
and creating a new block grant for early education by combining some existing funds.  
 
The one-time funds proposed in the budget are discretionary for school districts to use as they 
please, but the governor has suggested they be used for new curriculum implementation, 
technology, professional development, beginning teacher training or deferred maintenance costs. 
This one-time funding pays some of the state’s debt owed to school districts reimbursing them 
for state-mandated costs.  
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Perhaps the most controversial proposal in the budget relates to the Early Education Block 
Grant. While the details of this proposal are still to be worked out, we know a few things:  

 The proposal does not increase funding but instead takes the money that would be 
allocated to three programs—State Preschool, Transitional Kindergarten (TK) and the 
Preschool Quality Rating and Improvement Grant—and combines them into a single block 
grant.  

 The grant would be allocated in a manner similar to LCFF dollars.  
The hope is that combining these will decrease administration costs and increase flexibility for 
districts.  
 
Presently these programs are funded differently and there is concern that a block grant does not 
get funding increases, which means programs can’t grow if populations of young children grow. 
There is also concern it could eliminate TK and in the event of another economic downturn as it 
would be very easy to just cut the block grant completely which would end all the programs.  
 
This budget does include increases in childcare funding to $47.8 million, with $30.9 million 
coming from Proposition 98 funds and $16.9 from non-Prop. 98 sources. The increase would 
provide an additional 7,030 full-day preschool slots beginning Jan. 1, 2017, as well as increases 
in reimbursement for childcare providers. 
 
Worries About Stable, Adequate Funding Continue 
 
While this budget has some good news for education, there is also reason for concern.  
 
Proposition 30 is one of the main reasons education is seeing such an increase in funding. The 
sales tax associated with Proposition 30 expires in December and the income taxes expire in 
2018. If these taxes are not renewed, schools could once again be looking at cuts.  
 
Unfortunately, to date the governor is unwilling to talk about extending these taxes. There are 
initiatives in the works, however, that would extend at least some of them. Watch for more 
information on these soon. You can also contact Director of Legislation Shayne Silva at 
ssilva@capta.org. 
 

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Signed Into Law. What's Next? 
By California State PTA Federal Advocate Heidi Brewington 

In December, President Barack Obama signed the long-awaited reauthorization of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act, officially ending the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) era. 
However, signing the new law was just the first step. Implementation will take much longer. 

As far as the federal government is concerned, the state’s new accountability system based on 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) rules won’t go into effect until the 2017-2018 school year. 
However, portions of the new ESSA will start to be implemented sooner. For example, 
California’s State Accountability Plan—which specifies which schools are in Program 
Improvement—is expected to only remain in effect until Aug. 1, 2016.  
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Family Engagement a Focus at Federal Hearing 

An important part of ESSA implementation is writing federal regulations, which is the 
responsibility of the U.S. Department of Education. To help inform that work, the department 
recently held a public hearing at UCLA to get Californians’ recommendations.   

Representatives from the California State PTA advised Assistant Secretary for Elementary and 
Secondary Education Ann Whalen and Acting Director of the Office of State Support Patrick 
Rooney that family engagement is critical to public-school accountability. Further, encouraging 
and promoting meaningful parent and family engagement requires adequate funding in order to 
do more than just create regional parent centers.  In addition to funding, regulations are needed 
that make it a priority for schools, districts and states to engage parents in supporting their 
schools and empowering them to participate constructively in decision-making and 
accountability.  

Research confirms what PTA leaders know: Families are an essential ingredient for student 
success and excellent schools. When parents, schools and districts work together to ensure that 
parents are actively engaged in decision-making, parents, teachers and school leaders are more 
effective in supporting the success of all students.  

A Wealth of Information Is Available 

To feel confident and prepared for a role in school decision-making, parents need first to be 
informed, including having a solid understanding of the new federal law. The National PTA 
website provides an in-depth breakdown of ESSA and the California State PTA website just 
created a new section concerning ESSA as well. For more general information about education 
issues, try www.ed100.org. And to get specific information about your school and school district, 
explore www.ed-data.org: a site that provides data about funding, student performance and 
staffing.  

In addition to passing ESSA, the 114th Congress is working on a variety of other issues that 
affect our youth and their families. The Improving Child Nutrition Integrity and Access Act of 
2016—a reauthorization of the Child Nutrition Act/Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act—was recently 
released by the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry. You can find additional 
information regarding this bill and other legislation at the National PTA website under Advocacy.  

For more information about federal issues, please contact Federal Advocate Heidi Brewington at 
hbrewington@capta.org. 

Legislation to Regulations – the State Board of Education 
By California State PTA State Board of Education Liaison Patty Scripter 
 
California’s State Board of Education (SBE) met in January and continued its discussion on 
implementing a new school accountability system as required along with the state’s adoption of 
the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) in 2014.  The recent passage of the federal Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) complicates these ongoing discussions on how accountability will 
work for California schools.  
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Both at the SBE meeting and at a recent U.S. Department of Education hearing on ESSA at 
UCLA, California State PTA volunteers testified as to the critical need for one single coherent 
accountability system that incorporates the federal requirements of the Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA). The goal is to avoid the past confusion for parents and communities over the 
disconnect between AYP and API.   
 
Additionally, California State PTA called for the emerging accountability system to put greater 
focus on students and on closing equity and opportunity gaps, which is one of our organizational 
priorities.    
 
In addition to testifying at the SBE meetings, PTA leaders are participating in the LCAP rubric 
development stakeholder meetings organized by the state board, and also attending various 
accountability meetings with other organizations. 
  
California State PTA also provided the SBE with an update on outreach to our members 
throughout California to explain the new assessments and the newly revised California 
Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) Student Score Report (SSR).  
The California Department of Education continues to partner with us on improving the resources 
and communication to parents.  The changes in the SSR are making the information clearer and 
more accessible to parents, enabling them to better support their child’s learning. 
 
The State Board of Education is the key policy-making body for K-12 schools and adopts 
regulations that implement a wide variety of programs created by the Legislature. The SBE 
meets five times a year and posts the agenda 10 days prior to the meeting.  The agendas are 
posted at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/. The agendas can be a good source of information about 
key education issues and usually include a summary of the issue and a recap of previous action, 
along with recommendations for decisions the State Board must make. For more information 
about the State Board, contact SBE Liaison Patty Scripter at pscripter@capta.org. 
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