
 

Volume 37, Number 8                                                                 December 2013 

Advocacy news from the California State PTA Legislation Team 

 
To learn more about the California State PTA positions on bills currently before the California Legislature, click HERE. 

 

Advocacy Q and A 

When the California legislature reconvenes for the 2014 session on January 6, 

California State PTA will again actively advocate “to secure adequate laws for the 
care and protection of children and youth.” In case you have wondered about PTA’s 

advocacy processes, the following is a brief Q and A about PTA’s efforts in 
Sacramento. 

 

1. How does California State PTA decide which bills to focus on? 

California State PTA’s goals are adopted every two years by the State Board of 

Managers and our legislative priorities guide bill selection by State PTA 
advocates and vice presidents.  These goals and priorities are based in part on 

input directly from local members and leaders through our annual survey, and 
by resolutions approved by convention delegates.  In addition, concerns 

expressed to State PTA by member units, councils or districts may suggest a 

certain bill.  PTA is often contacted by other education stakeholder groups, and 
by bill authors calling attention to a bill of special interest to them.  In all 

cases, final selection of bills on which to consider taking a position is made by 
the vice president of one of our four subject matter commissions – health, 

education, family engagement and community concerns, in consultation with 
the appropriate advocate from our state Legislation Team.  

 
2. How does California State PTA take a position on a bill? 

When a bill is selected for PTA attention, the advocate will speak with the bill 

author to learn what problem the bill is intended to solve, and get a clear idea 
of how the bill will work.  PTA convention resolutions, or position statements, 

or national PTA resolutions, or the State PTA legislative platform gives us 
authority needed in order to act on the bill.  The bill is then studied and 

discussed by the 25-member Legislation Action Committee.  This committee is 
representative of all subject matter areas and all geographic regions of the 

state, and includes representatives of our PTA district presidents.  This body 
thoroughly vets the bill, and votes to determine what position PTA will take on 

the bill. 
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3. How does California State PTA communicate with legislators 

concerning a bill? 

One of our volunteer advocates serving on the State Legislation Team writes a 
letter to the author advising him/her of the position, and will maintain an 

ongoing conversation with that office as the bill proceeds through the 
legislative process.  When the bill is assigned for consideration by policy 

committees, the advocate sends a letter expressing our position and our 

interest in the bill to the committee chair and members.  The advocate will 
attend hearings to testify on the bill and participate in meetings and 

negotiations about the bill, as needed.  When a high priority bill reaches the 
floor of the chamber for a vote, PTA may send a floor alert to every member of 

that body urging them to vote our way.  For these high priority bills, we will 
also inform and engage all of our members as needed to help communicate 

PTA’s position to legislators.   And then, as a final step, if the bill passes both 
houses of the legislature and gets to the governor’s desk, PTA will send a 

letter to the governor asking for his signature on the bill. 
 

4. How can I have a say in this process? 

Any PTA unit, council or district, or any member may contact California State 
PTA to suggest an issue or bill for PTA consideration.  It is always a good idea 

to monitor California State PTA’s website at www.capta.org to see the bills that 
have been selected for advocacy, and to learn what positions have been taken.  

Your comments on any of those bills are always welcome.  Email the advocate 
and ask how you can help.  Communicate PTA’s stance to your local elected 

official.  Additionally, the writing of a convention resolution is a very important 
way to influence PTA’s actions with regard to legislative advocacy. 

 
For more information, please contact Kathy Moffat, Director of Legislation at 

legislation@capta.org.  
 

2014 Legislation Conference 

Now is the time to register for the Legislation Conference 
January 27-28 in Sacramento!  Our featured speakers will 

include: 
 

 Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson 
 Assembly Member Shirley Weber 

 Rick Simpson, Deputy Chief of Staff to the Speaker of 
the Assembly   

 
Panels of experts will share information on the Local Control Funding Formula, early 

education, the dangerous implications of truancy and other critical issues in 
California education in 2014.  PTA needs YOU to help as we “Connect Families and 

Schools Through Advocacy!”  
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Federal Update 

End of Government Shutdown 
Last month, we reported on the government shutdown that took place in October.  

The decisions reached by Congress are only temporary, pushing critical decisions 
into early 2014. Congress passed a continuing resolution to fund the federal 

government only through January 15, and suspended the debt ceiling until February 
7. In addition, Congress created a committee to draft a budget agreement by 

December 13. Both houses have appointed conferees, but it is not clear what if any 
agreement they will reach.  

 
The continuing resolution will keep funding at the Fiscal Year 2012-13 level. That 

means that the sequestration continues until January 15. Please go to the National 
PTA website for more information about the impact of sequestration. 

 

Farm Bill Conference Committee and SNAP Program 

On October 28, 2013, the President Pro Tem of the California State Senate and the 

Speaker of the California State Assembly sent a letter to Congress that noted: 
 

“Approximately 4.2 million Californians rely on SNAP benefits for basic needs 
assistance. The average Californian who utilizes SNAP benefits receives 

approximately $149 per month, or $1.66 per person per meal. Nearly two-
thirds of the state's SNAP recipients are children, and 84 percent of 

those receiving benefits live in families with children (emphasis added). 

SNAP not only provides individuals access to food, but also to the additional 
benefits that regular meals provide, including educational success and 

improved health and well-being. 
 

The benefits delivered to the local economy are dramatic and substantial. 
Economists conclude that immediate spending in local communities generates 

at least $1.70 in economic activity for every $1 expended. Last year alone, 
SNAP is estimated to have put over $7 billion into California's economy.” 

 
Senate and House conferees began meeting to craft a new farm bill, which covers a 

wide variety of issues and programs. The bill includes reauthorization of the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly known as the Food 

Stamp program. The Senate passed its version of the farm bill, which includes the 
SNAP program and the House passed two bills, with one of the bills addressing only 

nutrition programs.  Funding levels over the next 10 years differ greatly between the 

Senate and the House versions. The Congressional Research Service reports “For the 
Nutrition title of each bill, CBO [Congressional Budget Office] estimates total 10-year 

budget savings of $3.9 billion in the Senate-reported S. 954 and $39.0 billion in the 
House-introduced H.R. 3102.” 

 
Last June, National PTA sent a letter to the House of Representatives expressing 

concerns about the provisions of H.R. 3102.  View the letter. 
 

http://www.pta.org/advocacy/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3402
http://www.pta.org/advocacy/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3402
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In addition to the cuts under consideration by the conference committee, the 

expiration of funding that Congress approved in 2009 caused a 5 percent reduction 
in SNAP program benefits to all recipients nationwide on November 1. The reduction 

in California amounts to over $450 million. 
 

Subscribe to the PTA Takes Action Network Today 
Sign-up for the PTA Takes Action Network to stay informed on the latest 
happenings on Capitol Hill and to learn more about legislative issues affecting 

families, schools and communities.  
 

For more information on federal issues, contact Brian Bonner at bbonner@capta.org. 
 

Local PTA Advocacy in Action  
23rd District PTA enlists supporters with Advocacy Alerts! 

When Corona Regional Medical Center announced plans to close the only community 

pediatric unit that serves western Riverside County, Corona-Norco PTA Council 

responded by launching Advocacy Alerts to make members aware of the need to 
attend the next city council meeting. Twelve units quickly responded to electronic 

and social media alerts by sending representatives!  Initially, the efforts did not 
prevent the closure, but the public’s opposition brought an immediate change in 

leadership at the hospital.  The CEO responsible for the closure was replaced, and 
just three months later, the new CEO announced the pediatric unit would re-open 

within thirty days! 
 

California State PTA Legislation Action Committee 

The California State PTA Legislation Action Committee (LAC) meets during the 

legislative session, and takes action on pending state and federal legislation based 
on the PTA’s priorities and adopted authorities. 

  
The LAC includes the president, president-elect, director of legislation, vice president 

for communications, the legislation team, four subject-matter vice presidents and 
representatives from their commissions, two district presidents and the executive 

director. 

  
For more information, please refer to the Toolkit (section 4.2). Click here to view 

currently adopted positions on legislation. For more information or to inquire if a bill 
is under consideration by the California State PTA, contact the Director of Legislation 

at legislation@capta.org.  
 

 

www.capta.org 

 

 

http://capwiz.com/npta2/mlm/signup/
mailto:bbonner@capta.org
http://downloads.capta.org/pub/toolkit/04-advocacy-en.pdf
http://www.capta.org/sections/advocacy/current-legislation.cfm
mailto:legislation@capta.org
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?key=-1&url_num=12&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.capta.org%2F

