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Advocacy news from the California State PTA Legislation Team 

 
To learn more about the California State PTA positions on bills currently before the California Legislature, click HERE. 

 

LCFF Has Education Community Buzzing 
 

California’s new method of funding schools is known as the Local Control Funding 

Formula (LCFF), and it has everyone in Sacramento’s education community talking.  
How will this new system work?  How will schools and districts meet the deadlines 

for implementation?  Will our schools finally receive adequate funding to provide a 
quality education to our children?  What is the process for becoming part of the 

decision making? 

LCFF begins by giving a base grant of funding determined by the number of pupils 

attending the school.  Supplemental grants are then provided to address the 
educational needs of targeted disadvantaged students.  The third level of funding is 

called the concentration grant.  This grant goes to districts that have high numbers 
of disadvantaged students.  LCFF is set to begin with the 2013-14 budget year and 

everywhere you look, stakeholders are putting their heads together to become 
better-informed, and more involved in the process.   

 
The California Department of Education recently sponsored three regional meetings 

to share information about LCFF, and to gather input from parents, teachers and 
community members on their priorities for the funding.    

Many partners in the education coalition are putting on webinars, and publishing 
their views of the plan to the world.  This change is the most profound shift in how 

schools are funded in several decades. 

 
The California State PTA is in the mix, having expressed our views to the State 

Board of Education when LCFF was on their agenda last month, joining with 
colleagues to more effectively make known our support for this new system, but 

also to make sure that our concerns for accountability, transparency and parent 
involvement are effectively addressed. 

To learn more about the LCFF, please see the website of the California Department 
of Education, www.cde.gov.  

For more information or questions, please contact Kathy Moffat, Director of 

Legislation, at legislation@capta.org. 
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English Language Learners and LCFF 

The newly-enacted Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) provides significant 

additional funds for students from low-income families and students who are 
English-Language Learners (ELL).  While proposing this budget change, the 

Governor indicated that 60 percent of California’s population of 6.2 million public 
school students fits one or both of these categories.  Pending legislation will help 

clarify the accountability that will be required of districts receiving these 

supplemental funds for ELL.  
 

Recent reports on the lack of progress of ELL indicate alarming trends.  In April, the 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) filed suit against the state of California 

regarding its failure to provide adequate services to ELL.  Two hundred fifty-one 
districts reported that more than 20,000 ELL students receive no English-language 

instruction services.  In a September 2012 report, researchers noted that improving 
the efficiency of ELL spending requires a clear understanding of how ELL dollars are 

spent within districts and then linking spending to outcomes. 
 

Senator Padilla has authored a bill which will be heard in the Assembly Education 
Committee in mid-August – SB 344 (Padilla). The California State PTA has a 

support position on this bill.  In its essence, the bill would require schools to have 
detailed master plans for the academic success of ELL.  The bill proposes extensive 

accountability for the use of funds dedicated to ELL students.  Since the passage of 

LCFF, the bill was amended to address the specifics of the new funding formula.  It 
ensures the reporting of school level data, clarifies what will be included in 

accountability templates for ELL, adds professional development as a priority, adds 
reclassified ELL as a significant pupil subgroup, and ensures that school site councils 

and school English Learner Advisory Committees include parents. The plan that the 
district creates for its ELL must be easily available and accessible to the public.   

 
The goal is to help our ELL population become successful – this includes reaching 

English proficiency, graduating from high school and going to college.  Failing this 
group of vulnerable students may have disastrous results that could affect our 

economy and our state’s future.  

For further information, please contact Donna Artukovic, Education Advocate, at 

dartukovic@capta.org. 
 

Early Learning 

“One of the best investments we can make is to give our kids the ingredients they 
need to develop in the first five years of life.”     Hillary Rodham Clinton  

 
Research has shown time and time again that infants and children who receive 

high-quality child care and early education programs do better in school, have more 

developed social skills and display fewer behavior problems throughout their school 
career.  
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This is why PTA supports the Early Learning and Educational Support Act, SB 192 
(Liu). SB 192 would require that the Superintendent of Public Instruction work to 

develop programs that offer a full range of services for eligible children from infancy 
to 13 years of age and their parents, and include supervision, health and support 

services through full- and part-time programs. 

 
The Early Learning and Educational Support Act would also require the 

Superintendent to develop standards for the implementation of high-quality early 
learning and educational support programs that meet the needs of children with 

exceptional needs and diverse abilities. PTA believes that early learning and high-
quality early education programs are a critical component to the success of a child’s 

school career.  The fundamental building blocks of education that we provide for our 
youngest citizens of California today will help us to build a stronger, healthier 

California for tomorrow.  
 

For more information or questions please contact Dianna MacDonald, Family 
Engagement Advocate, at dmacdonald@capta.org. 

 

Garbage and Roaches and Rats … Oh My! 

In keeping with one of our purposes – to promote the welfare of children and youth 
in home, school, community, and place of worship – the California State PTA is 

supporting SB 488 (Hueso). This bill allows, when no public health officer is 

available, a qualified code inspector to deem housing substandard if conditions of 
severe vermin infestation, garbage accumulation or lead contamination exist.  To 

learn more about the problem, please see 
http://www.cpehn.org/issue.php?issueid=74. 

 
Accumulation of garbage attracts rats, cockroaches and other unsavory vermin and 

insects.  Serious diseases such as asthma can be carried by fleas, mosquitoes, flies 
and birds, causing skin rashes and respiratory problems.  Asthma is one of the 

leading causes of absenteeism in the elementary school population, and the Centers 
for Disease Control lists cockroach feces as one of the major triggers for asthma in 

children.  
 

It is important to protect the health of children and prevent illness caused by 
environmental factors and protect vulnerable children, especially in the places 

where they live.  SB 488 (Hueso) is currently awaiting the Governor’s signature.  

 
For further information, please contact Cathy Hall, Health Advocate, at 

chall@capta.org.  
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California State PTA Legislation Action Committee 

The California State PTA Legislation Action Committee (LAC) meets during the 

legislative session, and takes action on pending state and federal legislation based 
on the PTA’s priorities and adopted authorities. 

  
The LAC includes the president, president-elect, director of legislation, vice 

president for communications, the legislation team, four subject-matter vice 

presidents and representatives from their commissions, two district presidents and 
the executive director. 

  
For more information, please refer to the Toolkit (section 4.2). Click here to view 

currently adopted positions on legislation. For more information or to inquire if a bill 
is under consideration by the California State PTA, contact the Director of 

Legislation at legislation@capta.org.  
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