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To learn more about the California State PTA positions on bills currently before the California Legislature, click HERE. 

 

PTA-Sponsored Family-Engagement Bill Moves Forward 
By California State PTA Director of Legislation Shayne Silva 
 
Following Capitol testimony from PTA parents as well as the receipt of letters from PTA 
members across the state, the Assembly Education Committee passed AB 2680 (Bonilla) with a 
7 to 0 vote. Committee staff worked with us to recommend several amendments to the bill before 
it was approved. You can keep up with amendments to the bill here. 
 
We are pleased to have our bill voted out of the education committee, but there is a long way to 
go before it becomes law. Many groups have shown interest in the bill and some have suggested 
amendments. In addition, members of the education committee indicated support for parent and 
family engagement and asked good questions in an effort to strengthen the bill as it moves 
forward. 
 
One of the major themes to the amendment requests is accountability. In other words, how will 
state officials know that local education agencies will spend the money they receive to create 
family-engagement plans? And how do we know they will use the plan to foster family 
engagement once their plans are developed? We are working with the author to address these 
questions without creating a mandate for districts that would raise opposition among legislators 
or the governor. 
 
Next stop is the Assembly Appropriations Committee – we will keep you posted on hearing 
schedules. Please be on the lookout for legislation alerts from California State PTA. We will be 
calling on you to contact your legislators in the coming weeks as our bill makes its way through 
the process. 
 
For more information, please contact Director of Legislation Shayne Silva at 
legislation@capta.org.  

California State PTA’s Legislative Action Committee meets regularly to decide what positions our organization will take on bills 
introduced in the California Senate and Assembly. At the March meeting, the topics were wide-ranging, as are PTA’s priorities 

related to protecting, supporting and strengthening all children, families and schools. 

Bills Protecting Student Data and Privacy Earn Support 
By California State PTA Community Concerns Advocate Shereen Walter 
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Student data privacy was in the news this spring when a court order almost resulted in the state 
having to hand over personally identifiable records for almost 10 million students. Bills on the 
topic of data and privacy are understandably on the minds of California legislators and PTA. 
 
California State PTA took a support position on AB 2799 (Chau), which would extend the 
provisions of the existing Student Online Personal Information Protection Act (SOPIPA). The 
proposed legislation -- titled Early Learning Privacy Information Protection Act (ELPIPA) -- would 
impose requirements directly on websites, online services and mobile apps that are designed, 
marketed and used primarily for preschool and pre-kindergarten purposes. It would prohibit: 
 

 Using children’s personal information for targeted advertising or profiling 

 Selling children’s personal information 

 Disclosing their personal information except where required by law. 
 
ELPIPA requires reasonable data security of children’s personal information and requires 
companies to delete the information upon a school’s request. 
 
The second bill that California State PTA is supporting is AB 2097 (Melendez). This bill would 
repeal the authorization that allows the California superintendent of public instruction to collect 
and utilize Social Security numbers as pupil-identification numbers for individuals with 
exceptional needs. Instead, the state superintendent would be required to assign a student-
identification number to those students for the purposes of evaluating special-education 
programs and related services. It would also prohibit school districts from collecting or soliciting 
Social Security numbers or the last four digits of Social Security numbers from pupils or the 
parents unless required to do so by state or federal law.  
 
For more information about these bills, please contact Community Concerns Advocate Shereen 
Walter at swalter@capta.org.  

Healthy Kids Are a PTA Priority 
By California State PTA Health Advocate Kathy Rabun 
 
The goal of keeping kids healthy, both in and out of school, has helped inform California State 
PTA as we took support positions on a number of bills. These bills all focus, one way or another, 
on prevention: 
 

 AB 1644 (Bonta) School-based early mental health intervention and prevention services.  
This bill seeks to “identify and treat minor difficulties that our children are experiencing 
before those difficulties become major barriers to later success.” It would provide technical 
assistance and guidance to currently existing, school-based Early Mental Health 
Intervention (EMHI) Programs and provides resources for Local Education Authorities to 
establish new EMHI programs.   

 

 AB 1639 (Maienschein) Pupil health: Sudden Cardiac Arrest Prevention Act.  The goal of 
this bill is to inform parents and athletes about the symptoms and warning signs of 
Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA). It would require public-school students and their parents or 
guardians receive an information sheet on sudden cardiac arrest symptoms and warning 
signs before students participate in an athletic activity.  The bill would also require that an 
athlete who passes out or faints while participating in a school-sponsored athletic activity 
be removed from play until cleared by a health professional. According to the bill’s author, 
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"Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA) has emerged as a leading cause of death among people 
under age 25.”  The author's office also states that 72 percent of those who have suffered 
SCA experienced prior symptoms but did not recognize them as warning signs. The safety 
protocols established by this bill are similar to safety protocols for concussions in 
interscholastic sports, which were established following increasing awareness of the 
dangers of head injuries. 
 

 AB 1719 (Rodriguez) Pupil instruction: cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Assembly Bill 
1719 would require CPR training as a standard part of the high-school curriculum and 
would empower high-school students with lifesaving skills, better preparing them for an 
emergency at home or work. The instruction would be in hands-only, or compression-only, 
CPR—without mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. It is an easy-to-learn method of CPR that 
has been proven to be equally as effective as conventional CPR and less intimidating for 
bystanders to perform in an emergency.  California State PTA has taken a “support if 
amended” position on this bill, pending clarification of what training would be expected of 
teachers if they were the ones providing this instruction. 

 

 SB 1229 (Jackson) Home-generated pharmaceutical waste: secure drug take-back bins. 
This bill would encourage pharmacies to host secure “drug take-back” bins in order to 
safely dispose of prescription and over-the-counter medications people have in their 
homes that are left over from treatment or have expired. 
 

For more information about these bills, please contact Health Advocate Kathy Rabun at 
krabun@capta.org.   

PTA Supports a Variety of Education Bills 
By California State PTA Education Advocate Carol Kocivar 
 
After-School Funding 
 
California State PTA, along with a long list of after-school providers and school districts, is 
supporting AB 2663 (Cooper) to increase funding for the After School Education and Safety 
(ASES) Program.   
 
ASES provides funds to more than 4,000 elementary and middle schools offering after-school 
and summer programs that serve more than 400,000 students. These programs operate at the 
highest poverty schools — those with an average of over 80 percent of students participating in 
the free and reduced-price meals program 
 
AB 2663 would raise the daily ASES funding formula from $7.50 to $8.50 per student.  While the 
costs of ASES programs have increased, in part because of minimum-wage increases, funding 
has remained the same for a decade.  
 
A survey of ASES-funded program providers in February, conducted by the Partnership for 
Children & Youth, found: 
 

 92 percent of respondents have been negatively impacted by the ASES funding formula 

 29 percent are very likely to close in the next two years without an increase to the ASES 
daily rate 

 35 percent are now serving fewer kids 
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 64 percent have reduced staff hours  

 More than 86 percent find it more difficult to attract and retain qualified staff (unable to 
offer competitive pay). 

 
Attempts last year to increase funding for ASES failed. The additional funding for these 
programs, which is estimated at $73 million for 2016-17, would come from Proposition 98. The 
bill passed in the Assembly Education Committee by a vote of 5 to 2. 
 
California School District of Choice 
 
In line with a recommendation from the California Legislative Analyst’s Office to extend the 
California School District of Choice Program, California State PTA is supporting SB 1432 (Huff).  
Established in 1993, the District of Choice Program is scheduled to sunset July 1, 2017. The 
program includes 47 of California’s 950 school districts, which serve about 10,000 students. 
 
The LAO advised: 
 
“We think the strengths of the program, including additional educational options for students and 
improved district programs, justify reauthorization. Eliminating the program, by contrast, would be 
disruptive for existing transfer students and deny future transfer students the educational options 
that have helped previous cohorts of students.” 
 
California State PTA supports parental choice within the public-school system -- giving parents 
the right to select their children’s schools from among a range of possible options. The bill was 
passed in the Senate Education Committee — with several amendments — by a vote of 9 to 0. 
 
Service Learning 
 
Two PTA-supported bills involve different aspects of service learning for students. Both of them 
passed in education policy committees: 
 

 SB 946 (Leyva) allows schools to receive Average Daily Attendance funding for students 
who serve as poll workers 

 AB 1689 (Low) will add a mandatory service-learning component to the list of courses 
that are required of students in order to receive a diploma of graduation from high school. 

 
For more information, please contact Education Advocate Carol Kocivar at ckocivar@capta.org.  

Arts Education Getting the Recognition It Deserves  

By California State PTA Education Advocate Donna Artukovic 
 
Lawmakers in Washington, D.C., and Sacramento finally are taking action to make arts programs 
an integral and important part of every child’s education.   
 
Federal Actions 
 
The new Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) includes important specifics regarding arts 
education.  This historic legislation cements the states’ obligation to support arts education in 
public schools by including arts and music in its definition of a “well-rounded education.” In 
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addition, Title I funds are now clearly available for art programs. (Title I funds are federal funds 
focused on ensuring equitable access to a complete education for all students.) 
 
The law includes several funding sources that support the arts:  
 

 “Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants” are available for arts education 

 There is additional support for including the arts in STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) education 

 Arts education is specified as eligible for funding as part of the 21st Century Community 
Learning Center “expanded learning time” programs which include after-school and 
summer learning programs 

 Programs supported by the current Arts in Education Fund are retained and newly named 
“Assistance for Arts Education.” This is a significant win because many other small 
programs of this kind were eliminated. This fund includes national competitive grants to 
support partnerships among schools and community-based programs. 

 
Arts advocates applauded this good news – and then more good news arrived!  On Dec. 16, 
2015, Congress unveiled a bipartisan omnibus appropriations and tax plan that heralds the 
reinvestment in arts education.  The National Endowment for the Arts received an increase of 
nearly $2 million.  The Arts in Education Program also was granted an increase of $2 million.   
 
State Actions 
 
The federal government isn’t the only one focusing on arts education. The California Legislature 
has taken action to call attention to arts education, which the California State PTA supported:   
 

 The California Senate proclaimed March as Arts Education Month with SCR 112 (Fuller)  

 ACR 124 (Calderon) declared the importance of the arts to our state and the essential 
role of the Arts Council in promoting the arts throughout the state.   

 
California State PTA is also giving its support to another art related bill SB 916 (Allen).  This bill 
is known as the Theatre and Dance Act (TADA!).  It requires the state Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing to issue single-subject teaching credentials in dance and theatre. California is one 
of only two states that do not issue these credentials.   
 
In spite of this good news, however, school districts are under no obligation to include the arts or 
increase their arts-education programs. Now it is up to each of us to ensure that arts education is 
given its due in our school districts’ Local Control and Accountability Plans (LCAPs). We need to 
be vigilant because the arts are often the first programs on the chopping block during hard times.  
We must convince our legislators and school administrators that arts education is not the icing on 
the cake but the eggs that hold the cake together! 
 
For more information on this bill, please contact Education Advocate Donna Artukovic at 
dartukovic@capta.org.  

ESSA Implementation Is the Focus in Washington, D.C. 
By California State PTA Federal Advocate Heidi Brewington 
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The U.S. Department of Education is working to ensure that the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) is implemented smoothly and with a focus on the most vulnerable students, consistent 
with the intention of the new law.  

The Negotiating Rulemaking Committee is at the center of this effort. The individuals on this 
committee represent many different groups, including:  

 State administrators and boards of education 

 Local administrators and boards of education 

 Tribal leadership 

 Parents and students, including representatives of students with disabilities, English 
learners, and other historically underserved students 

 Teachers, principals, paraprofessionals, and other school leaders, including charter 
school leaders 

 Community members, including civil rights advocates and business representatives.  

The Negotiated Rulemaking Committee is working to reach consensus on two broad areas of the 
law: requirements surrounding assessments and a provision that amends the “supplement not 
supplant” funding rules. Since consensus had not been reached in its first two sessions, the 
committee was considering a third rulemaking session late in April to reach an agreement.   

Last month, delegates from the California State PTA met with staff for both Senators Feinstein 
and Boxer and other congressional staff. We visited with our legislators to request funding for 
Statewide Family Engagement Centers (SFECs) in fiscal year 2017 (National PTA’s main 
advocacy goal during this year’s Legislative Conference).  Research shows that family 
engagement is essential for driving student success, and supporting Statewide Family 
Engagement Centers is one key component toward improving student outcomes.  Funding for 
Statewide Family Engagement Centers would recognize the important role of parents and 
families in children’s education. For more information regarding this particular "take action," log 
onto www.pta.org and click on the "PTA Takes Action Network" link. 

The 114th Congress is looking at several other bills of interest to PTA, including: 

 H.R. 3581: Keep Our PACT Act - sponsored by Representative Chris Van Hollen Jr. (MD).  
H.R. 3581 requires full funding of Part A of Title I of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.    

 S. 1788: SAFE KIDS Act - sponsored by Senator Steve Daines (MT) S.1788 is a bill to 
require operators that provide online and similar services to educational agencies, 
institutions or programs to protect the privacy and security of personally identifiable 
information, and for other purposes.   

For more information regarding key legislation, visit the National PTA website, click on Advocacy 
and then click on "Key Legislation." You may also contact Federal Advocate Heidi Brewington at 
hbrewington@capta.org.  
 

www.capta.org 
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