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Welcome to the Sacramento Update. 
To learn more about the California State PTA positions on bills currently before the California Legislature, click HERE. 

Budget and Education Finance 

Budget deliberations continue 

By Patty Scripter 

Director of Legislation 

Budget deliberations continue on the Governor’s proposed budget with a great deal of attention 
being paid to his proposal on the Local Control Funding Formula.  As more information becomes 
available about the impact, it seems more questions and concerns are raised.  While PTA has 
consistently supported moving to a more logical, transparent method of funding schools, and one 
that provides additional funding for the students in need, our key issue remains adequate school 
funding.  After the budget is signed, with or without LCFF, California will still be 49th in the country 
in per pupil funding and that is not good enough for our students.  Additionally, in any funding 
proposal, PTA will continue to push for accountability and transparency that includes meaningful 
input and oversight by parents, educators, community members and the public.  PTA has also 
advocated for the policy changes proposed by the Governor to be heard in policy committees and 
it now appears with the introduction of AB 88 by Joan Buchanan, which carries the Governor’s 
proposal that will happen.  The Legislation Action Committee will be considering AB 88 and PTA 
will plan to testify at the hearings. 
 
The California Department of Education has done projections of what school districts and charter 
schools would receive under proposed new funding formulas, including the Governor’s Local 
Control Funding Formula as proposed in the January 2013 budget: 
 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fr/eb/fundingformulaprojections.asp 
 
The Public Policy Institute of California has released a new report titled “California School District 
Revenue and Student Poverty:  Moving Toward a Weighted Pupil Funding Formula”  which 
examines the relationship between funding and student disadvantage and addresses questions 
about converting the current school finance system to a weighted pupil formula: 
 
http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/report/R_213HRR.pdf 
 

Parent Involvement 

Call to action 

By Tom Horn 
Parent Involvement Advocate 
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Now, more than ever, the PTA needs you.  Your voice needs to be heard in Sacramento.   
 
PTA’s very foundation was established in advocacy on behalf of children.  The work started over 
115 years ago and the needs continue today.  You can be the voice for not only your own 
children and your school, but you can become a voice for those who will not or cannot speak up 
for themselves. 
 
PTA’s voice is a power that Sacramento recognizes and respects as we work on behalf of all 
children in California.  Help us keep our voices loud and strong as we communicate our message 
to the legislators.  Be informed about the progress of bills in the legislature, and communicate 
with your elected representatives.  You can make PTA more effective in our mission to positively 
impact the lives of children and their families.   
 
For more information, contact Tom Horn, Parent Involvement Advocate, at thorn@capta.org.  

Education 

Transition to new standards and assessments 

By Kathy Moffat 
Education Advocate 

New academic standards are coming to California!  These newly-adopted Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) are rigorous, research-based standards for English, language arts and 
mathematics for grades K-12. 

The California Department of Education (CDE) is working on the process of moving from current 
California academic standards to the new CCSS, and in classrooms across the state, 
stakeholders are examining their education programs and preparing for full implementation of the 
CCSS.  
 
As we transition to new standards, the state's existing STAR Program assessments are changing 
too, as the law that established them sunsets July 1, 2014.  New statewide assessments are 
being prepared to replace the STAR Program.  These new tests will be very different from the 
past, and will shift the focus of standardized testing in California to require critical thinking, 
problem solving, and a greater depth of knowledge – which are key tenets of the new CCSS. 
 
For more information on Common Core, go to www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc. 
   
For more information on the new assessments, go to 
www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/smarterbalanced.asp. 
 
Or contact Kathy Moffat, Education Advocate at kmoffat@capta.org  
 

Education 

Creativity and innovation 
By Donna Artukovic 

Education Advocate 
 
Everyone agrees - the arts are important in a student’s education.   They contribute to higher test 
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scores, reduce truancy and dropout rates, increase the ability to communicate and collaborate, 
and provide employers with the number one skill set they are seeking in new employees – 
creativity.   
 
So why are school districts dropping art classes?  Why are traditional academic classes 
abandoning creative and innovative projects which encourage deeper thinking?  Why does the 
public continue to think of the arts as “a frill?”  The answers to these questions go to the heart of 
the problem.   
 
Arts are not tested on statewide exams; arts do not count in the computation of API scores; arts 
are looked upon by some as an extra – nice but not necessary.  In addition, since creative 
thinking is not currently tested, many academic classes have focused on facts that can be 
bubbled in on a test. 
 
Last year two bills the California State PTA supported (SB 789, AB 2361) attempted to address 
this problem; both failed in committee.  
  
But there is hope.  The new Common Core Standards, which emphasize critical thinking and 
analyzing problems, also stress the importance of integrating arts into the curriculum.  In addition, 
SB 1458, which was signed into law last year, requires the API Index to rely on test scores for 
only 60% of the score.  There is a push for creativity and the arts to comprise part of the 
remaining 40%.  
 
Furthermore, this year Senator Curren Price has re-introduced the idea of offering a Creative 
Index for schools, SB 432, to measure their commitment to the arts.  PTA has adopted a support 
position on this bill. 
 
The California State PTA believes that visual and performing arts must be a basic and integral 
part of a balanced curriculum for all students and will continue to raise our voice proclaiming the 
arts as essential.  After all, the earth without art is “eh”! 
 
For more information, contact Donna Artukovic, Education Advocate at dartukovic@capta.org. 

Community Concerns 

Community Concerns bills become law 

By Michael Butler 
Community Concerns Advocate 

In 2012, the Community Concerns Commission was pleased to achieve success in supporting 
bills which worked their way through the Legislature and were signed by the Governor.  These 
bills included needed reform in school district policies regarding suspensions, expulsions, and 
readmission policies; added protections for victims of human and sex trafficking; and resolutions 
promoting increased awareness in the areas of teen dating violence and teen safe driving. 
 
We are looking forward to a productive year in the Legislature in 2013 and hope all PTA 
advocates across California will help advocate for kids. 
 
For more information, contact Michael Butler, Community Concerns Advocate, 
mbutler@capta.org.  
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State Board of Education 

More than 10,000 students earn new state seal of biliteracy 

By Cecelia Mansfield 
State Board of Education Representative 

Last June more than 10,000 graduating high school students across California were awarded the 
new State Seal of Biliteracy, established by AB 815 (Brownley) in 2011. California is the first 
state in the nation to honor high school seniors who have attained a high level of proficiency in 
speaking, reading and writing in one or more languages in addition to English. In our state 
American Sign Language (ASL) is considered a foreign (world) language and also meets the 
criteria for awarding the State Seal of Biliteracy. Recognition takes the form of a gold seal affixed 
to the high school diplomas of qualified students. School district participation in the program is 
voluntary, and there is no cost to students.  

In making the announcement, Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson said, “Fluency 
in a second language helps our students be well prepared to compete in a global marketplace. 
The gold seal on their high school diploma recognizes and celebrates a second language as an 
asset not just for themselves, but for our state, nation and world.”  

For more information see www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr12/yr12rel68.asp, or contact Cecelia 
Mansfield, California State PTA’s State Board of Education Representative at 
cmansfield@capta.org.  

Health 

Nutrition, obesity, and the foods sold on school campuses 

By Cathy Hall 
Health Advocate 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), the agency that oversees the National 
School Lunch Program has set new regulations for all foods sold on school campuses, outside of 
the school meal program, during the school day. Why? The rate of obesity in school age children 
has increased by over 30% since the 1970’s.  Bucking this trend will take a variety of 
interventions, one being reducing the calories, fats, and sugar in the foods sold in school stores, 
vending machines and locations other than the cafeteria. Combined with the other changes in the 
Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act of 2010 the nutritional quality of foods sold in schools will increase. 
 
Learn about these changes, what they mean to your school and PTA and how to respond to the 
new regulations during the public debate period, which ends on April 9.  
 
For more information see www.fns.usda.gov/cga/020113-qas.pdf or contact Cathy Hall, Health 
Advocate, at chall@capta.org. 
 

California State PTA Legislation Action Committee 
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The California State PTA Legislation Action Committee (LAC) meets during the legislative 
session, and takes action on pending state and federal legislation based on the PTA’s priorities 
and adopted authorities. 
  
The LAC includes the president, president-elect, director of legislation, legislation team, four 
subject-matter vice presidents and representatives from their commissions, two district presidents 
and the executive director. 
  
For more information, please refer to the Toolkit (section 4.2). Click here to view currently 
adopted positions on legislation. For more information or to inquire if a bill is under consideration 
by the California State PTA, contact the Director of Legislation at legislation@capta.org.  

 

Register today for the 2013 California State PTA Annual Convention 
May 2-5 in San Jose 

We will be featuring a special track of advocacy-focused workshops as well as the EdSource 
Symposium, “Transforming Public Education: What’s Next for Students, Teachers and Schools.” 

REGISTER NOW 
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