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May 22, 2014 

 

The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. 

Governor, State of California     

State Capitol Building 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

Re: May Revision to the State Budget 

 

Dear Governor Brown: 

 
The California State PTA, representing more than 800,000 members from more than 3,600 local units, including 

more than 2,100 at Title I schools, offers the following input in response to the May Revision as proposed and 

currently being deliberated on by the legislature. 

 

Proposition 98  

 

The state’s improved economy since the Great Recession, plus additional temporary taxes, have resulted in a much 

stronger revenue outlook than in past years. While it is significant and commendable that state-level discussions 

about school funding are no longer focused on what or how much to “cut” from budgets, we believe the legislature 

can and must continue to do even more to support education as the state’s top priority, including working towards a 

long-term plan that ends the chronic underfunding of our schools and ensures that resources are adequate so that 

every student has access to the quality programs and services needed to be prepared for higher education and the jobs 

of the future.  

 

We support your May Revision proposal to provide additional funding for schools as required in the Proposition 98 

guarantee. While this funding is greatly appreciated and a step in the right direction, California still has a long way to 

go to adequately fund education. The 2014 Education Week Quality Counts survey showed California ranked 50th in 

adjusted per pupil expenditures for K-12 education. According to the survey, California’s per-student spending of 

$8,341 was thirty percent below the national average of $11,864.  

 

California Teachers Retirement System (CalSTRS) 

 

We have significant concerns with the proposed plan in the May Revision to close the $74 billion CalSTRS 

unfunded liability.  

 

PTA recognizes the vital importance of a fully funded pension system for our teachers, and a comprehensive solution 

to the unfunded liability is warranted. However, the state’s entire education system remains woefully 

underfunded. Even before this pension obligation was identified, the total revenues generated from Proposition 30 

were not sufficient to restore school districts even to 2007-08 funding levels, far from the state constitution’s 

requirement in Proposition 98 to move California into the top 10 states based on per pupil funding. The state’s focus 

must continue to be directing as much funding as possible toward programs and services for students.  

 

The May Revision proposal to use non-Proposition 98 funds for the state contribution to partially offset the unfunded 

CalSTRS liability is consistent with PTA’s and the State Education Coalition’s principle that Proposition 98 funds 

not be used for the state’s contribution to CalSTRS. However, the May Revision proposal requiring school 

districts to increase their percentage of CalSTRS contributions will have a dramatic impact on local students  
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and schools as they implement the new Local Control Funding Formula. Potential increased obligations for 

districts beginning in the 2014-15 year would occur only six weeks prior to the new fiscal year and would require 

districts and stakeholders in the Local Control and Accountability Plan process to make last minute, major 

adjustments to their spending plans, diverting resources from other district initiatives. 

  

This proposal should be delayed and a more equitable approach established, one that would not steer already 

scarce Proposition 98 dollars away from student programs at a time when we are still chronically underfunding our 

students. 

 

Additional investments for students 

 

We support the state meeting or exceeding its targeted funding levels for each school district and county office of 

education through the new Local Control Funding Formula. Parents, educators, students and communities are 

embracing the historic opportunity that LCFF presents, and to keep faith, it must be funded at or above the targeted 

levels. Furthermore, we encourage additional investments in two critical areas that help close the achievement gap. 

 

Common Core State Standards.  California State PTA urges that additional investments be made in the budget 

specifically to support school districts in implementing the new Common Core State Standards, including additional 

funding for professional development, technology, and instructional materials.  Last year the legislature provided an 

initial $200 per pupil in funding for this purpose. However, there is widespread agreement that this amount is not 

sufficient to meet all needs and that additional funds (likely in the billions) are required. PTA is committed to the 

new standards, which set high expectations for all students and promote critical thinking and deeper learning. We 

recognize that successful implementation is essential for the future success of our students – and the state has an 

obligation to support that implementation through proper investment. 

 

Early Education.  California State PTA has a long-standing commitment to early education, and we urge that 

additional investments be made in this budget to support early learning.  Research shows the clear benefit of early 

education in helping to close achievement gaps.  

 

In closing, we wish to express our appreciation to you and the legislature for your leadership in bringing stability to 

California’s state budget, after many years of disabling and difficult cuts.  We encourage you to address our concern 

regarding the change in funding structure for the CalSTRS program, so it does not negatively impact our children 

and their learning – and we encourage additional investment in the LCFF, as well as Common Core Standards 

implementation and early education.   

 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Kathy Moffat 

Director of Legislation 

California State PTA 

916-440-1985 x311 

legislation@capta.org  

 

cc: Senate President Pro Tem, Darrell Steinberg 

 Assembly Speaker Toni Atkins 

All Members of the California State Legislature 
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