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Reminder: Graduating High School Senior 
Scholarships Due February 1st 

Your child's education doesn’t end once they walk 
across that high-school graduation stage. That’s 
why California State PTA has two scholarships to 
help your child achieve his or her college dreams 
and life goals. 

 $750 Volunteer Service Scholarship – 

This scholarship recognizes graduating 
seniors for their volunteer service in 
schools and communities, and allows them 
to register for courses at accredited 
colleges, universities, trade or technical 
schools 

 $500 Dr. Ralph E. White Graduating 
Senior Scholarship – Honoring the volunteer and public-service legacy of Dr. Ralph E. White and 

his wife, Eleanor, this scholarship provides $500 each to two successful applicants of the Volunteer 
Service Scholarship who intend to pursue a career in a medical field. 

Applications are due February 1. All scholarship applications require current membership in a PTA in 

good standing, so if you know a student who is not yet a PTA member but is interested in applying, be sure 
to contact your local PTA to join today! Apply online at www.capta.org/scholarships/graduating-high-school-
seniors. 

For general questions about these important programs, please contact grants@capta.org. 
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New Password for Knight Insurance Services 

To help you in your mission of running a successful PTA, California State PTA sent leaders our annual 
financial packet, which should have arrived around the start of the year. The password listed on the cover 
page to login to the website for Knight Insurance Services, the California State PTA insurance broker, 
was incorrect. 

Visit www.knightins.net and access the members-only page with the username ptausersCA and the 
password member2018. 

Download the 2017 Financial Mailing materials here. 

  

Be Aware of Email Phishing 

As a non-profit association, PTA can be vulnerable to cyber crimes at all levels and, in fact, we have heard 
reports of email-phishing scams happening to local leaders. 

Email-phishing scams are typically fraudulent email messages appearing to come 
from legitimate enterprises (such as your PTA treasurer or president, your 
Internet service provider, your bank). These messages usually direct you to a 
spoofed website or otherwise get you to divulge private information such as bank 
account information or account passwords. The perpetrators then use this private 
information to commit identity theft or trick you to wire money. 

As a reminder, PTA policy states that payments can only be made by a 
check with two signatures. If you get an email from a fellow PTA officer 
asking to wire funds, do not send money. Establish communication 

"backchannels" such as text message or phone calls to verify the authenticity of 
the request. Additionally, remember to keep your personal and PTA computer 
systems and firewalls up-to-date to minimize the potential for viruses to inflect 
your system with malware. 

For more resources and information on email phishing, click here. 

 

  

Nominating Committee Elections 

It’s time to elect your PTA's Nominating Committee. The bylaws 
for local PTA/PTSA units state the nominating committee is 
elected by the membership at an association meeting at least 
two months prior to the annual election meeting. 

This committee is one of the most important committees of your 
PTA! Why? The committee should: 

 Be knowledgeable about the long-term objectives of 
your PTA 

 Understand the job requirements for each position 

 Seek individuals who, as a team, can help your PTA 
achieve its goals. 
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When does the committee meet? For PTAs that meet three to four times a year, the election of the 
nominating committee occurs in the fall. For PTAs with frequent association meetings, the nominating 
committee election is held in December, January or February. 

For guidelines, forms and responsibilities of the Nominating Committee, visit www.capta.org/nominations-
and-elections. 

  

New Year, New Membership Challenges 

Membership is PTA’s strength and our voice. 
We want all of our local PTAs at every level to 
have the tools they need to increase 
membership. 

This year, we have two new exciting 
membership challenges (and prizes!) for you – 
the Membership Marketing Challenge and the 
Membership Increase Challenge. 

Both challenges are fun and easy ways for your 
PTA to increase membership, win prizes and be 
entered into winning a $200 cash prize! 

Learn how to participate in both membership 
challenges at www.capta.org/incentives-and-awards. 

 

  

How Does Your PTA Celebrate Founders Day? 

On February 17, PTA will be 121 years old! 

PTAs all across the country are getting ready for 
Founders Day – the perfect opportunity to 
showcase the value of PTA membership and how 
members do good things for kids every single day! 

Learn more about this important PTA observance 
in the Online Toolkit. Let everyone know how your 
PTA connects families, schools and communities 
and tell us what you have planned 
atcommunications@capta.org. We may share your 
story on social media or our website! 
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February 6th is Safer Internet Day 

Safer Internet Day aims to create a safer internet and a better 
internet, where everyone is empowered to use technology 
responsibly, respectfully, critically and creatively. Safer Internet 
Day aims to reach out to children and young people, parents and 
caregivers, teachers, educators and social workers, as well as 
industry, decision makers and politicians, to encourage everyone 
to play their part in creating a better internet. 

By celebrating the positive power of the internet, the 2018 Safer 
Internet Day theme of “Create, connect and share respect: A 
better internet starts with you” encourages everyone to join the 

global movement, to participate, to make the most of the internet’s 
potential to bring people together. 

Learn more about how to participate in Safer Internet Day 
atwww.saferinternetday.us 

 

  

Leadership Essentials includes focused information for PTA leaders at all levels. Recent issues are available on the California 
State PTA website. Please contact leadership@capta.org if this email contained information that was helpful to you, or to share 
ideas about what information would be helpful to include in future issues.  

  
 

This message is being sent to all unit, council and district PTA leaders.  

Please feel free to forward this message to your members and other interested parties.  
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