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Happy Birthday to PTA! 

February 17 is Founders' Day 

This year, PTA celebrates 121 years of connecting families, 
schools and communities. PTA is part of the fabric of the 
United States’ public-education system and a trusted 
partner to millions of parents, families, educators and 
community members. Our organization has been 
instrumental in establishing programs and services to 
improve children’s lives. 

The National Parent Teacher Association was founded on 
February 17, 1897, in Washington, D.C. by Alice McLellan 
Birney and Phoebe Apperson Hearst at a meeting of over 
2,000 parents, teachers, workers and legislators. Visit 
our Facebook page to watch our fun historical videos about the founding of PTA! 

Visit www.capta.org/founders-day-resources to download 2018 Founders' Day graphics and social media 
icons, and show your support for PTA! 
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Resources to Help Make Your 
Job Easier 

 Insurance and Loss Prevention Guide – This 

important resource was mailed out a few months ago in 
the financial packet. The Insurance and Loss 
Prevention Guide tells leaders that green-
light activities mean full speed ahead, while yellow-
light and red-light activities mean proceed with 

caution or not at all. Contact our insurance 
broker, Knight Insurance Services, for more 
information. Reminder: the username to login is 
"ptausersCA" and the password is "member2018". 

 Leadership Made Easy – This important envelope 

was sent out last fall to leaders across California. The 
packet provides practical tips for running the 
association, resources for your PTA membership 
campaign, leadership tips and information to help make 
your PTA job easier! View it online here. 

 

  

Nominating Committee Elections 

It’s time to elect your PTA's Nominating Committee. The bylaws for local PTA/PTSA units state the 
nominating committee is elected by the membership at an association meeting at least two months prior 
to the annual election meeting. 

This committee is one of the most important committees of 
your PTA! Why? The committee should: 

 Be knowledgeable about the long-term objectives of 
your PTA 

 Understand the job requirements for each position 

 Seek individuals who, as a team, can help your PTA 
achieve its goals. 

When does the committee meet? For PTAs that meet three to 
four times a year, the election of the nominating committee 
occurs in the fall. For PTAs with frequent association meetings, 
the nominating committee election is held in December, 
January or February. 

For guidelines, forms and responsibilities of the Nominating Committee, visit www.capta.org/nominations-
and-elections. 

  

It's Time for Mid-Year Audits 

Now is the time for your mid-year audit, so be sure to forward a copy to your council and district. All 
materials used to perform a PTA audit are listed on the Audit Checklist and include: 

 Financial records, books and reports 
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 Meeting minutes 

 Unit bylaws and standing rules 

 State and federal government tax filings and report forms 

Learn more in the Online Toolkit and remember: PTA is here to help you! Don't wait – ask for 
assistancetoday. 

  

Learn Something New at Convention Workshops 

Want hands-on training opportunities? Want to learn more about issues affecting children and 
families while making your PTA job easier? Let the workshops and table talks at the 2018 Convention 
help! 

The 2018 California State PTA Annual 
Convention is happening in Ontario, CA from 
April 27 – 29, and offers attendees more than 40 
workshops and table talks to help you network 
with fellow PTA members and leaders, learn new 
skills and share your thoughts. Workshops and 
table talks will be on a variety of topics, 
including: 

 Training for leadership roles 

 Health and community concerns 

 Financial tips and tricks 

 Family-school partnerships 

 Goal setting and personal development 

 And more! 

Find out more about the 2018 convention at www.capta.org/convention. Registration opens March 1! 

 

  

Leadership Essentials includes focused information for PTA leaders at all levels. Recent issues are available on the California 
State PTA website. Please contact leadership@capta.org if this email contained information that was helpful to you, or to share 
ideas about what information would be helpful to include in future issues.  

  
 

This message is being sent to all unit, council and district PTA leaders.  

Please feel free to forward this message to your members and other interested parties.  
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