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Hello PTA! 
 
Welcome to the 
California State PTA 
convention. 
 
I hope folks have had a 
chance to say hello to 
each other…but if not, 
let me help. 
 
Everyone from 
Southern California—
please stand up and give 
a wave. 

 
Now say, “Hello PTA.” 
 
Hey northern California…your turn. Stand up and give a 
wave. 
Say “Hello PTA.” 
 
Now everyone all together, “Hello PTA.” 
 
If there is anything we have learned about PTA, it is 
about relationships. It is about all of us working together 
because we share a common goal--improving the lives of 
children. 
 
So take a moment to say a real hello to the person sitting 
next to you.  
 
Tell them a little about yourself. 
 
Time’s up. 
 
Here is a little quiz: 
 
Do you now know the how many kids the person next to 
you has? 
 
How about whether they got caught in traffic today  
 
But did you get to ask that question that a lot of us in 

PTA may struggle with. 
 
And what do YOU do? 
 
What do YOU do?  
 
 
As PTA volunteers, how do answer that question? 
 
I volunteer in my daughter’s classroom? 
 
I am in charge of raising money for my school? 
  
I oversee our teacher recognition program? 
 
A friend of mine—who was a PTA president—once 
confided in me that she has an answer that sometimes 
blows people away.  
 
She would say puff herself up and say: 
 
"I am president of one of the largest child advocacy 
associations in our community.  
 
Note:  Regardless of those commercials on TV, she did 
not say, “I dominate the PTA Bake sale.   
 
She was right on target. 
 
Put in perspective...that is what each one of you does in 
your own way. 
 
You are leaders in the largest child advocacy association 
in California making this a better world for children. 
And as the California State PTA, we are here to help you.   
 
That’s what we do. That is why we are here. 
 
The mission of the California State PTA is to positively 
impact the lives of all children and families by 
representing you, our members, and empowering and 
supporting you with skills in advocacy, leadership and 
communications. 



 
When we started this term, we asked ourselves “What 
must we do today as PTA to help you meet the mission 
we have always had?” 
 
Let me highlight some of our efforts to help you. 
 
I don’t have to tell you that it is getting a lot more 
complicated to run your PTA. 
 
Those folks in Sacramento and Washington now seem to 
specialize in making all not for profits—not just the 
PTA-- fill out a lot more reports and a lot more forms 
 
In response, we have significantly strengthened our 
leadership and finance support. 
 
If you have been getting phone calls and emails, you 
know we are reaching out to help you with sample forms 
and direct assistance when you have problems and 
questions. 
 
We support you as a PTA president, or secretary or 
treasurer, or parliamentarian, or membership chair 
through additional outreach, phone calls, resources and 
field services. 
 
You are running a not for profit PTA and we want to help 
you do it well. 
 
Our PTA districts and councils as well as our state office 
and state board volunteers are there to help. 
 
This truly is one of the great benefits of being part of the 
PTA family. 
Now I am going to do something everyone says you 
should not do. 
 
It has to do with strategic communications. 
 
Get out your phone. 
 
I want you to like us on Facebook. 
 
Yes, we continue to up-date the way we communicate-- 
our web site, social media and email.  We want to get the 
information you need in a form that is easy and 
accessible.  
  
• That means more on-line sign-ups for our PTA 

scholarships and awards. 
 

• Improved e-by laws and expansion of the financial 
services offered through PTA EZ.   

 
• Delivery of membership cards on line  
 
• And a PTA toolkit that will be easier to navigate. 
 

We have also expanded training opportunities 
through webinars and regional forums.   

 
We have expanded our programs. 

• Our partnership with Radio Disney brings Science 
Rocks Assemblies to PTA schools to highlight the 
importance STEM. 

 
• Health tidbits supports healthy lifestyle programs. 
 
• We created the PTA Teachers – Making a Difference 

to honor our teachers.  

We are a membership organization – and membership is 
and must be at the heart of everything we do.  

We have just completed an extensive membership survey 
and will be rolling out resources for successful 
membership campaigns. 
 
The California State PTA represents you on many 
statewide committees and commission and is the voice 
for parents in Sacramento. 

Our PTA committees--special needs, student 
involvement, scholarships and grants, reflections, 
resolutions, HSA, Diversity and Inclusion, and the arts—
all continue their important work.  

Through PTA, ordinary people together can do 
extraordinary things. 
The California State PTA won two national PTA awards 
this term:  
Our efforts to prevent bullying won the national PTA 
advocacy award and our efforts to support parent 
engagement won the diversity and inclusion award. 
 
Thanks to a generous grant from the Hewlett Foundation, 
thousands of parents have graduated from the 7-session 
parent academies, and participated in campus-wide 
parent engagement events. 

About 20 percent of the academy participants were 
fathers and over half of the parents spoke Spanish. 

This term, in setting our organizational goals, we 
emphasized working on a focused set of advocacy goals, 
and mobilizing more members and the public. 



 
And we did. Think Proposition 38 
 
I read a quote recently that captures a little bit of our 
long-range view. 
 
A politician thinks of the next election; a statesman 
thinks of the next generation. 
 
We helped write and led a campaign for an initiative to 
increase funding for every local school in California. 
 
While the result of the election was not what we had 
hoped for…and we knew it was a long shot going into 
the campaign –we learned some important lessons. 
• We energized and inspired thousands to support our 

schools and know about the funding crisis. 
• We planted the seeds for reform in Sacramento 
 
California is now 49th in the nation in education funding. 
 
The campaign for adequate funding for our schools is not 
over. The campaign for equitable funding for schools is 
not over. 
 
Now more than ever, the children of California need the 
PTA. 
 
Throughout this convention, at our workshops and 
general sessions, we provide you with the resources and 
skills to help support your PTA, your parents, your 
students, and your communities.  

So the next time someone asks, “What do YOU do?” 
 
I hope I have helped you with an answer. 
 
You are leaders in the largest child advocacy association 
in California making this a better world for children. 
 
 


