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Thank you, Madam 
President. 
 
A little while ago we heard 
from one of the all-time 
greats, Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar.  Now, most people 
don’t realize this, but 
Kareem and I have quite a bit 
in common. Both of us 
played a little ball in our day.  

(Together we combined for more than 38,000 points in 
the NBA.) Both of us also benefitted from some great 
coaches and teachers along the way. And both of us, 
thankfully, survived the era of too-short basketball 
shorts. 
 
Kareem and I have one other important thing in common: 
Both of us have had the chance to be part of amazing 
teams.  
 
In my case, six years ago I had the pleasure to join the 
PTA as your first-ever executive director. In my role I 
work closely with your state Board of Directors and 
Board of Managers, and I can tell you, they are the most 
dedicated group of nonprofit board members anywhere.  
They are thoughtful, courageous; they take their 
responsibility for advancing our mission and the well-
being of the association extremely seriously.   
 
Thank you, Board, for the tremendous work you do! 
 

* 
 
“18 million” 
 
Does anyone know what this number represents?  (No, 
that’s not how many emails you get when you become a 
PTA leader.) 18 million is the total number of volunteer 
hours PTA members and leaders contributed last year in 
California. 18 million hours can power a lot of good 
things! And PTA has been doing those good things for a 
lot of years.  114 years, to be exact. 

 
114 years. Did you know PTA was started back before 
the Wright Brothers first flight or Einstein’s theory of 
relativity?  
 
 
PTA was invented before the Band-Aid, stainless steel, 
insulin, the ballpoint pen or Valium.  We came before 
TV, the microwave or the Internet. Even before the first 
McDonald’s.   
 
These three letters P-T-A together have been around 
longer than MRIs or HMOs or ICUs. Longer than NBC 
or MTV or the NBA, or NFL or the CIA or FBI or 
WMDs, or the ADA or IEPs or the UC or CSU -- or 
SUVs or LOL or OMG and longer, even than the 
venerable SAT. 
 
Yes, for over a century these three little letters, P-T-A, 
have made one BIG difference. 
 
Why? Because our core purpose, our reason for existing 
– looking out for the best interests of kids – has never 
changed.    
 
At the same time, though, the world around us is 
changing dramatically.   
 
During PTA’s lifetime, whole industries have come and 
gone. Countries have come and gone. Technologies have 
come and gone.  Even Jerry Brown has come and gone 
and…well….   
 
Listen:  Our society has gone from the days of the horse 
and buggy…to the days of the cloud. And the days of the 
cloud are, well, they’re exciting, ever-changing, and 
sometimes confounding.  
In the days of the cloud we have more information than 
ever at the tap of a finger. Our economy, our 
environment, our food supply – they’re more 
interconnected than ever before – and yet, in some ways 
it feels like we are less connected to one another.  
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And that’s where a group like PTA comes in. 
 

 
 
 
 
PTA connects parents and teachers and students.  
PTA connects families and schools.  
PTA connects parents with other parents. 
 
With PTA you’re never just one person standing alone. 
You’re part of an amazing network.  You’re part of the 
group that gave more than 18 million hours of volunteer 
service last year.  That’s what makes us truly unique and 
different and better. 
 
But…here’s the thing and let’s just put it out there:   
 
That 114 years of history I talked about.  It is impressive.   
 
But many of the parents and families in our schools right 
now may be saying, “All right PTA, we know you’ve 
been around a long time and all, but what have you done 
for us lately?”   
 
And you know what?  They should be asking this.  
Absolutely. 
 
Because we can’t rest on our name alone, on our history, 
as tremendous as it is. We can’t just run up to new 
parents and flash them our three little letters and expect 
them to join.  
 
We can’t sit rocking on our porch and say to folks, “I’m 
114 years old, so let me tell you how things are going to 
be….” 
 
We have to show them what we’ve done lately. 
 
Keep in mind, too, that a fair amount of people with kids 
in schools today didn’t grow up with the good fortune to 
have a mom or dad active in their PTA.  And many of 
our families have come to California from different 
countries where they truly valued education but maybe 
didn’t have anything like a PTA.   
 

So, yes, we’ve been around for a century, but we’re still 
brand new to a lot of parents.  We have to get out there 
and talk to them, listen to them, learn about them.  
Engage them! 
 
There’s an old saying that “people don’t care how much 
you know.  They want to know how much you care.”  
That’s good advice for us to remember as PTA leaders.  
 
We have to show that we value every family – that we 
welcome their membership and involvement – that we’re 
prepared to earn it.  
 
Think about Kareem.  He has all those MVP awards and 
championships, but when he came out onto the court 
each night, the other team’s players didn’t just step aside 
and say, well, there’s Mister MVP, we’ll just let him 
drive to the basket.  No, every single night for 20 years 
he had to go out there and deliver and show he was the 
best – and every night, every season, he did.  
 
We have to go out there and deliver for our members. 
And fortunately, it’s easier than you might think for us to 
show parents and families and students and educators – 
from all backgrounds and colors and communities – why 
PTA matters to them right now – why they should want 
to be a part. 
 
We can do it by focusing on the three things PTAs have 
always done better than anyone else:   
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Programs  
 
Programs are what PTAs do and provide for kids every 
day.  
 
Yes, we help raise funds. Even more, PTAs build doors 
to learning, so more children can go through them and 
find and follow their passions. 
 
PTAs promote safer schools and neighborhoods.  And 
healthier families. We organize book drives, and prevent 
bullying.  
  
PTA is the group that helped one child with severe dental 
infections obtain free dental care, so that child now 
smiles.   
 
PTAs do so much every year to make the lives of 
children better. 
 
So, next time you’re asked, don’t forget to tell people 
about the great programs your PTA is providing, because 
that is what we’re doing lately for them! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Training (and development) 
 
Did you know from the day you started serving in a PTA 
position, part of your job is to help develop the next 
generation of volunteer leaders?  It’s true. At PTA, we’re 
in the business of developing future leaders on behalf of 
kids.  
 
Some go on to be elected school board members and city 
council members and state legislators. We have folks like 
Assembly Education Chair Joan Buchanan, and Senate 
Education Chair Carol Liu, and Speaker John Perez, who 
all got started in their local PTAs. 
 
More importantly, though, most of you become great 
leaders at your local schools and in your communities. 
Think of a parent at your school who wasn’t really 
involved at first, someone maybe who came to just one 
event and hung out toward the back, sort of shy – and 
then one person reached out to him or her and started to 
make a connection, and over time, that person started to 
help organize an event, or make a presentation.  Maybe 
you were that person once – and a PTA leader reached 
out to you and helped inspire you.  Because that’s what 
we do. And that’s why we’ve been able to stick around 
and be relevant for 114 years. 
 
Part of everyone’s job is to go out there and find and 
mentor the next Carol Kocivar or the next Marques Ivey, 
or the next YOU.   
 
We are the association that helps people from all 
backgrounds gain skills and confidence to help their 
children and to help all children. 
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Advocacy 
 
Advocacy is something we all do just about every day 
without even thinking about it. 
 
Advocacy is any time you speak up or set out to improve 
a condition for your child or school.  
 
It’s about dreaming for something better and doing 
something to make that dream real.  Then getting others 
to do something about it, too.  
 
PTA is the perfect association to make that happen. 
Suddenly your passion and your one voice gets amplified 
by ten more, then by a hundred, then a thousand, then a 
million other voices.  
 

* 
 
An important example of our recent statewide advocacy 
has been our fight to get more school funding. 
 
Adequate funding so every child can meet the state-
adopted academic standards. 

 
We understand money alone will not guarantee great 
schools, but for the last decade California has starved our 
public education system.  
 
We’ve heard loud and clear from you, our members and 
leaders, that adequate funding of our public schools is a 
top priority. And we have carried this message and this 
fight to the legislature and into the courts and onto the 
ballot and into every neighborhood across the state – and 
we will keep carrying the fight until all children have the 

resources they need, the resources they deserve, to reach 
their full potential. 
 
We know it won’t be easy.   It hasn’t been so far. 
 
Many of the other great accomplishments in PTA’s 114 
year history didn’t happen overnight.   
 
We must be persistent.  
 
We didn’t necessarily choose this fight.  But this is an 
advocacy issue that truly is the cause of our time and we 
cannot and we should not and will not back away from it. 
 
The Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “The arc of 
the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” 
 
Our three little letters, P-T-A, our united voices and 
actions, will help bend that arc. 
 
Because that’s what PTA has been doing lately.   
 
And in many ways, that’s what we’ve always done.   
 
Just as it was 100 years ago or 50 years ago or 10 years 
ago, the most important members of our population – our 
children – depend on caring, courageous adults to get 
involved and help keep them safe and healthy and well-
educated.   
 
They depend on caring adults who will become leaders 
on their behalf and speak up for them – and who will 
help them navigate the unique challenges of their world – 
whether it’s child labor or preventing polio or internet 
predators or restoring our chronically underfunded 
schools.   
 
Every generation of children faces challenges and needs 
caring adults to be their champions.  
 
And PTA members and leaders, you are those 
champions!  
 
You are part of the greatest team in the history of our 
country – the PTA team.  Thank you for the dedicated 
work that you do.  
 
Lastly, I ask you to take to heart the words of Dr. Jonas 
Salk, who found the vaccine for polio.  
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Dr. Salk said, “Remember, the greatest reward for 
doing…is the opportunity to do more.” 
 
Our three little letters P-T-A have stood the test of time.  
We have accomplished so much in our history – but we 
have to stay focused on what we can do next.   
 
That is the nature of the call to service that each of you 
answers every day on behalf of your children and all 
children.  
 
And let us be grateful – grateful – for the opportunity we 
have to do more! 
 
Thank you.  
 
 

**To download the slides please click here. ** 


