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 Frequently Asked Questions for Parents 
 
 
General Questions about Linked Learning 
 
Q: What is Linked Learning? 
A: Linked Learning is a successful approach to education based on the idea that students work harder 
and dream bigger if their education is relevant to them. The Linked Learning approach integrates 
rigorous academics that meet college-ready standards with sequenced, high-quality career-technical 
education, work-based learning, and supports to help students stay on track. For Linked Learning 
students, education is organized around industry-sector themes. The industry theme is woven into 
lessons taught by teachers who collaborate across subject areas with input from working professionals, 
and reinforced by work-based learning with real employers. This makes learning more like the real world 
of work, and helps students answer the question, “Why do I need to know this?” 
 
Q: How does Linked Learning work and what are its components? 
A: Linked Learning is an integrated, systemic approach involving collaboration between high school and 
postsecondary educators, employers, and community leaders. Linked Learning’s power comes from the 
close integration of four core components: 
x Rigorous academics that prepare students to take college courses and meet the admission 

standards of California’s public universities 
x Sequence of high-quality career-technical education courses that deliver concrete knowledge and 

skills, emphasizing real-world applications of academic learning  
x Work-based learning in real-world workplaces via job shadowing, apprenticeships, internships, and 

other professional skill-building opportunities   
x Comprehensive supports and services that are embedded as central components of a program of 

study to ensure that all students stay on track and graduate ready to transition to the next phase of 
their education or career 

 
Q: Why Linked Learning? 
A: Linked Learning addresses some of the fundamental challenges facing California’s high schools. Many 
traditional academic programs do not feel relevant to students’ lives and aspirations. At the same time, 
career and technical education (CTE) often lacks the academic rigor required for admissions to and 
success in college. Linked Learning provides students of all levels and abilities with the best possible 
chance for success in college and career.  
 
Q: Are Linked Learning pathways proven to be effective? 
A: The Linked Learning approach already has transformed the lives of thousands of students in 
California. Districts and schools certified in the Linked Learning approach consistently demonstrate 
better student outcomes than traditional high schools. Research shows that compared with their peers, 
students in certified Linked Learning pathways earn more credits and are more likely to complete high 
school. And the State of California is betting big on the Linked Learning approach, supporting district and 
regional implementation of Linked Learning through significant state funding and grants. 
 
Q: How is Linked Learning different from career technical education (CTE) and career academies or 
charter schools? 
A: Linked Learning is defined by a central commitment to college and career success for all students, 
rather than tracking some students to a college path and others to a career path. The Linked Learning 
approach is unique because it encompasses effective features of CTE, the flexibility of charter schools, 
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rigorous and relevant college-prep academics, and work-based learning in the real world, to prepare 
students for college, career, and life. Linked Learning allows students to apply classroom knowledge in 
real-world situations, and answers the question, “Why do I need to know this?” 
 
Q: Will my child be prepared for his or her next steps after high school, even if that doesn’t 
immediately include college? 
A: Yes. Linked Learning prepares high school students for a full range of post-graduation opportunities 
and ensures that students gain both academic and professional skills, since both are necessary for a 
complete education and a successful future. For Linked Learning students, education is organized 
around industry-sector themes, which are woven into lessons taught by teachers who collaborate across 
subject areas with input from working professionals, and reinforced by work-based learning with real 
employers.  
 
Q: Does Linked Learning force students to choose a career or a college major while still in high school? 
A: No. Linked Learning is about using real-world application and work-based learning to better 
understand why it’s important to be good at math, science, English, and social studies. It is not about 
choosing a particular career, although many students do find inspiration in their selections. Linked 
Learning opens doors to more opportunities for your child after high school. By gaining real-world 
experience and skills in California’s top industries, Linked Learning students are more employable and 
ready to succeed in their chosen career path, whether they go straight into the workplace or go to 
college first.  
 
Q: How can I get involved to help my school or district implement Linked Learning? 
A: Parent support is critical to expanding Linked Learning pathways, and no effort by parents is too 
small. Parents are encouraged to raise their voices and aspirations for their children and to become 
vocal advocates for the expansion of Linked Learning. In addition to spreading the word, parents can 
become involved by talking to policymakers, attending local school board meetings and information 
sessions, and building support for Linked Learning within PTAs/PTOs and other local parent groups.  
 
Q: What support is available to help sustain Linked Learning? 
A: Support comes from everyone who is involved in Linked Learning, including students, educators, 
parents, community organizations, and business leaders. These groups help support and expand 
pathways and play a critical role in the further development of Linked Learning in schools. Organizations 
like the Linked Learning Alliance (www.LinkedLearning.org) and ConnectEd 
(www.ConnectEdCalifornia.com) help sustain and improve Linked Learning schools by providing 
communications support and technical assistance to schools.  
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