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buSINESS OF tHE ASSOCIAtION

1 WHEREAS, In 2011-12, 686,352 children and youth with
special needs were served in California schools; and in
order to receive federal funds, states must develop and im-
plement policies that assure a free appropriate public edu-
cation (FAPE) to all children with disabilities; and

2 WHEREAS, The California High School Exit Exam (CAH-
SEE) was put in place to improve student achievement in
public high schools to ensure that students who graduate
from high school can demonstrate grade-level competency
in reading, writing, and mathematics, and in 2009-10, the
education code was modified to allow students with special
needs who have or will satisfy all other graduation require-
ments to be exempt from the CAHSEE requirement to re-
ceive their diploma; and

3 WHEREAS, Children with special needs are often bullied,
socially isolated, and face challenges in their school com-
munities, leading to exclusion from school activities; such
as high school graduation ceremonies, information sharing,
and school and community involvement; and

4 WHEREAS, The cultural environment and social setting of
schools play an integral part in creating an inclusive learn-
ing environment which is the least restrictive for students
with special needs; now therefore be it

1 RESOLVED, That California State PTA, its units, councils,
and districts shall develop programs and resources to help
educate the community about the educational system that
impacts families and students with special needs in order to
build inclusive communities; and be it further

2 RESOLVED, That California State PTA, its units, councils,
and districts actively advocate and work with their local
school boards and school district to adopt policies allowing
students with special needs to receive a diploma and be in-
cluded in graduation activities if they have received all re-
quired graduation credits; and be it further

3 RESOLVED, That California State PTA, its units, councils,
and districts encourage and work with the entire school
community to include families, children, and youth with
special needs to participate in the school and community
activities where their child attends school; and be it further

4 RESOLVED, That California State PTA, its units, councils,
and districts actively advocate and work with their local
school districts to research the programs which are most in-
clusive and best serve students with special needs in their
schools and communities.

originating Body
Special Needs Committee, California State PTA Board of Managers

Action by PTA organizations                                                                                                      Position
(A SuPPorT position means a PTA body approved sending the resolution forward to convention delegates.)

California State PTA Board of Managers                                                                                                                      Support

BACKground SuMMArY
In 1975, PL 94-142 passed giving all children access to free
appropriate public education, currently, called the Individu-
als with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), opening the ac-
ademic world to children with special needs*. However,
inclusion of children with special needs remains difficult.
In 1999, California implemented the California High
School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) to improve literary and
mathematical literacy, often preventing the receipt of a
diploma or participation in graduation activities for stu-
dents with special needs.

Children and youth, including those with special needs,
who are involved and participate in their schools and com-
munities strengthen and build relationships between stu-

dents, guardians, caregivers and their schools. California
State PTA, its units, councils and districts speak for all chil-
dren and have the leadership ability to build positive, inclu-
sive futures for all students.

*Special needs definition from California State PTA 
Standing Rules 8.15

Special needs encompass physical and/or mental impair-
ments, including but not limited to physical disabilities,
learning disabilities, intellectual disabilities, developmental
disabilities, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD),
autism, or emotional disorders, that substantially limit one or
more major life activities. Special needs also includes the
unique needs of gifted children.
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1 WHEREAS, Since its inception, PTA has been concerned
about the safety and welfare of children and youth, and
continues to advocate for the safety, health, and well-being
of children; and

2 WHEREAS, California school districts require prospective
employees to complete a criminal history check before em-
ployment; and local school boards and other local govern-
ing bodies perform various employment and volunteer
functions with general access to children but are not re-
quired to have criminal history checks performed; and

3 WHEREAS, California Penal Code Section 11105 (b)(11)
and California Education Code Section 45125(1) authorize
California local school boards and other local governing
bodies to access state summary criminal history informa-
tion and requires these bodies to have specific board by-
laws to authorize access to complete summary criminal
history information; now therefore be it

1 RESOLVED, That California State PTA urge its units,
councils and districts to work in cooperation with their re-
spective local school boards and local governing bodies to
develop practices and board policy to insure that all local
governing school board members/trustees and local govern-
ing bodies complete criminal history checks in order to ful-
fill employment requirements and elected duties; and be it
further

2 RESOLVED, That California State PTA support and en-
courage legislation that would support mandating statewide
election codes that require all candidates to complete a
criminal history check as a condition of being placed on a
local school board and/or a local governing body election
ballot; and be it further

3 RESOLVED, That California State PTA support and en-
courage all statewide local school boards and all statewide
local governing bodies to adopt bylaws and policies that
subject current members to summary criminal history
checks when applicable. 

buSINESS OF tHE ASSOCIAtION

originating Body
Moreno Valley Council PTA, Twenty-Third District PTA

Action by PTA organizations                                                                                                      Position
(A SuPPorT position means a PTA body approved sending the resolution forward to convention delegates.)

Moreno Valley Council PTA                                                                                                                                            Support
Twenty-Third district PTA                                                                                                                                               Support
California State PTA Board of Managers                                                                                                                      Support

BACKground SuMMArY

After the arrest of certain elected officials for alleged crimi-
nal activity we discovered that there is no legal requirement
for a criminal background check for local school board
members and other local governing bodies. 

California State PTA recognizes that elected governing
board members and elected City Council members play a

vital role in carrying out the district and city’s educational
and city goals, providing leadership, and ensuring that the
district and city are responsive to the values, beliefs, and
priorities of the community. For this purpose, we believe
that ALL statewide local school board and other local gov-
erning bodies must be fingerprinted and have a background
check BEFORE they are placed on an election ballot. 
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1 WHEREAS, Summer learning loss is of greater magnitude
for the most vulnerable learners: children from lower socio-
economic backgrounds, ethnic minorities, English Lan-
guage Learners and students with exceptionalities; and

2 WHEREAS, Most students lose approximately 2.6 months
of math-computation skills over the summer and the learn-
ing loss in reading varies across socioeconomic status;
where low income students lose about two months of read-
ing achievement, middle income students make slight gains
in reading; and

3 WHEREAS, Summer learning loss is cumulative and it ac-
counts for more than one-half of the achievement gap be-
tween lower and higher income students, and by the end of
fifth grade, disadvantaged youth are nearly three grade
equivalents behind their more affluent peers in reading; and

4 WHEREAS, Children who participate in five to six weeks
of quality summer-learning opportunities which include a
wide range of activities including the arts, physical educa-
tion, science, math, and community service make signifi-
cant gains in reading and math; now therefore be it

1 RESOLVED, That California State PTA, its units, councils
and districts educate parents, administrators, school board
members, teachers and communities about the impact of
summer learning loss and the advantages of summer learn-
ing and enrichment programs; and be it further

2 RESOLVED, That California State PTA, its units, councils
and districts urge policy makers at federal, state and local
levels to create policies and legislation that support and
fund summer learning programs with emphasis on reading
and math for disadvantaged youth; and be it further

3 RESOLVED, That California State PTA, its units, councils
and districts encourage collaboration and partnerships be-
tween school districts, park and recreation departments, li-
braries, youth-serving organizations, community and
faith-based organizations, businesses, and nonprofits to
provide children and youth with summer learning activities
and enrichment programs.

buSINESS OF tHE ASSOCIAtION

originating Body
Education Commission, California State PTA Board of Managers

Action by PTA organizations                                                                                                      Position
(A SuPPorT position means a PTA body approved sending the resolution forward to convention delegates.)

California State PTA Board of Managers                                                                                                                      Support

BACKground SuMMArY

All students experience “summer learning loss” which is
defined as the devastating result of an absence of summer
learning and enrichment. Low income students lose about
2.6 months of math computation skills and two months of
reading skills, while middle and upper income students
may actually gain in reading comprehension over the sum-
mer. Because this loss is cumulative, the achievement gap
widens for minority and vulnerable students over the years.

Low-income parents often lack the resources to provide
children with sufficient reading materials needed to rein-

force important literacy skills. Further, children who are
English Language Learners need additional exposure to
printed material, which may be difficult for children in
homes where English is not their first language.

Research shows that students who participate in high-
quality summer learning and enrichment programs that
include the arts, physical education, science, community
service and more, do as well as their more affluent
counterparts. 


